The Johnstown Common Council held their Business Meeting on December 16, 2013 at 7:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Sarah J. Slingerland


: Mayor

Bryan C. Marcucci


: Council Member-at-Large

Helen Martin



: Council Member

J. Christopher Foss


: “                         “

Cynthia Lakata



: “                         “
Susan Palmer Johnson


: City Attorney

Bruce Heberer



: Fire Chief

Mark Gifford



: Police Chief

Michael Gifford



: City Treasurer

Chandra Cotter



: City Engineer

Erica Wing



: Library Director

Cathy A. VanAlstyne


: City Clerk

ABSENT:

Kay Cole



: Council Member

Michelle Jones



: Senior Center Director

Mayor Slingerland called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL – 4 council members present, 1 absent.

PUBLIC SPEAKER – David Henderson from Fulton County Community Heritage Corp. was present to explain a new grant application they plan to apply for to assist city residents with housing rehab.  They have advertised in the local newspaper seeking interest from homeowners.  This will be for low to moderate income.  The amount of the grant should be between $300,000 and $400,000.    

RESOLUTION No. 81, 2013 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Marcucci and seconded by Council Member Martin to express the City’s support of the application of the Fulton County Community Heritage Corp. to the NYS Affordable Housing Corp. for Affordable Home Ownership Development funding.
Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

APPROVE MINUTES – the minutes of the December 2, 2013 Committee Meeting were approved with a motion from Council Member Foss and seconded by Council Member-at-Large Marcucci.  Motion carried.
CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS – Council Member Lakata made a motion to pay the bills and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

LIAISON’S REPORTS

POLICE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 689 calls in November that included 31 arrests, 45 traffic tickets, 15 parking tickets and 36 accidents investigated.  

FIRE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 65 calls for service with 5 structure fires, 3 vehicle fires, 6 motor vehicle accidents, 20 hazardous condition calls, 6 medical assists, 2 carbon monoxide calls, 1 helicopter assist call and 22 service calls.  The Code Office issued 31 building permits with an estimated construction cost of $295,947 and $1,265 in permit fees.  The department had 625 inspections and complaints.
DPW – Council Member Foss reported they continue to spread fill at the Karg’s site. There will be a public information meeting on January 21, 2014 at 6pm for the Phase II design project for the Rail Trail.  Trash pick up for the holidays will be on the following day. 
Mayor Slingerland noted that the City received notice that the grant will be awarded for downtown revitalization. The Brownfield’s grant will not be until the spring.  Bergmann Assoc. is handling that grant for the cities of Johnstown and Gloversville.  The second grant will cover some of downtown for both cities and N. Perry St. into Main St., Gloversville.  
LIBRARY – Council Member Foss reported movies will be show to children during the winter break on 12/23, 12/26, 12/27 12/29 and 12/30 at 1:30pm and Sat. 12/28 at 10:30am. The next foreign film will be shown on Dec. 17th at 4pm.  In the month of December they are doing a food drive for the local food pantry. The library will close on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve at 1p.m.
SEWER BOARD – Council Member Martin reported on the sewer board meeting held on December 11, 2013.  The trunk sewer project should be done by the end of the year.  A public hearing on the sewer rates will be held on January 8, 2014 at the sewer plant.

ASSESSOR – Council Member-at-Large Marcucci reminded homeowners they have until December 31st to file for the basic STAR.  It can be done on line or by phone.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION No. 82, 2013 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Marcucci to enter into an agreement with Benetech, Inc.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent:  1  Cole

RESOLUTION No. 83, 2013 was presented by Council Member Martin to amend the 2013 budget.  Seconded by Council-at-Large Marcucci.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

RESOLUTION No. 84, 2013 was presented by Council Member Martin to amend the 2012 budget.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

RESOLUTION No. 85, 2013 was presented by Council Member Foss to appoint Steven Russo and Barbara Putman to the Johnstown Board of Health.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

RESOLUTION No. 86, 2013 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Marcucci to appoint Helen Martin to the Joint Sewer Board.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

RESOLUTION No. 87, 2013 was presented by Council Member Lakata to assign the assets of the Johnstown Economic Development Corp. to the City of Johnstown who will manage them in a sequestered fund.  Seconded by Council Member Foss.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

RESOLUTION No. 88, 2013 was presented by Council Member Foss to publish, in the local newspaper, a notice of a public information meeting concerning the Rail Trail project.  Meeting will be held on January 21, 2014 at 6pm.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

RESOLUTION No. 89, 2013 was presented by Council Member Foss to set the landfill fees for 2014 at $25.00.  Seconded by Council Member-at-Large Marcucci.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

RESOLUTION No. 90, 2013 was presented by Council Member Lakata to contract with Roemer, Wallens, Gold & Mineaux, LLP for professional services.  Seconded by Council Member Foss.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

RESOLUTION No. 91, 2013 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Marcucci to enter into an agreement with St. Mary’s Hospital for the Employee Assistance Program.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

RESOLUTION No. 92, 2013 was presented by Council Member Foss to accept bids for surplus vehicles and equipment.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

RESOLUTION No. 93, 2013 was presented by Council Member Foss to place certain surplus vehicles and equipment that received no bids, for private sale or dispose of in the future.   Seconded by Council Member-at-Large Marcucci.
Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

RESOLUTION No. 94, 2013 was presented by Council Member Lakata to accept an offer from Bruce Boyer for the 2008 Chevrolet Impala.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.
Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

RESOLUTION No. 95, 2013 was presented by Council Member Martin to accept an offer from Tara Boyer for the 2007 Chevrolet Impala.  Seconded by Council Member Foss.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1 Cole

RESOLUTION No. 96, 2013 was presented by Council Member Lakata to advertise for bids for new breathing apparatus for the Fire Dept.  Seconded by Council Member Foss.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

MAYOR’S COMMENTS

Mayor Slingerland said this meeting is her last as Mayor of the City of Johnstown.  Over the last eight years the City has stabilized the tax rate, upgraded and replaced a vast majority of all the equipment, cleaned up sites and have many good contracts in place. This council has been a good council to work with, respectful to the community and each other; business like and professional. The city has pride as evident in the recent Colonial Stroll, as an example. The council has clearly understood its role in government and has followed the City Charter and protected the taxpayer’s money. As a final note, always do what is important.

At 7:45p.m., Council Member Martin made a motion to enter into executive session for discussion of sale of property and collective bargaining.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.

At 8:00p.m., Council Member Foss made a motion to come out of executive session, seconded by Council Member Martin.

RESOLUTION No. 97, 2013 was presented by Council Member Foss to execute a Collective Bargaining Agreement with CSEA.  Seconded by Council Member-at-Large Marcucci.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

RESOLUTION No. 98, 2013 was presented by Council Member Martin to accept an offer from Marie Cook for property located on N. Perry St., SBL 162.20-15-11.  Seconded by Council Member Foss. 
Discussion: Council Member Lakata said Mrs. Cook owns the home next door and this is a good use for this property.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

A motion to adjourn was made by Council Member Foss and seconded by Council Member Lakata.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

City Clerk

