The Johnstown Common Council held their Committee Meeting on December 2, 2013 at 7:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Sarah J. Slingerland


: Mayor

Bryan C. Marcucci


: Council Member-at-Large

Helen Martin



: Council Member

J. Christopher Foss


: “                       “

Mark Gifford



: Police Chief

Michael Gifford



: City Treasurer

Susan Palmer Johnson


: City Attorney

Bruce Heberer



: Fire Chief

Chandra Cotter



: City Engineer

Cathy A. VanAlstyne


: City Clerk

ABSENT:

Cynthia Lakata



: Council Member

Kay B. Cole



: “                       “

Erica Wing



: Library Director

Michelle Jones



: Senior Center Director

Frank Parker



: City Assessor

Mayor Slingerland called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  

ROLL CALL – 3 council members present, 2 absent.

PUBLIC SPEAKERS – AFFORDABLE CARE ACT – Barry McNamara, President, and Dawn Elder from Benetech explained the City’s responsibility regarding the new Affordable Care Act.  The City would have to offer health insurance to all employees who work an average of 30 hours or more per week.  A 12 month pre-test will be done to determine what employees would be covered.  Mr. Gifford stated we will need help with this.  It will create extra work and reports.  Benetech will present a proposal to be voted on by the Council.

APPROVE MINUTES – Minutes of the November 18, 2013 Business Meeting were approved by a motion from Council Member Martin and seconded by Council Member Foss.  Motion carried.
CITY OFFICIAL’S REPORTS

FIRE DEPT. – Chief Heberer reported the FAGE and T.J. Maxx projects are coming along.  At this time there is no opening date for T.J. Maxx.  There are many small projects in the city.  There were three structure fires recently; none were a total loss.  Chief Heberer reminded residents that if they experience a fire, get out.  Don’t try to put the fight the fire, call 911.  

DPW – City Engineer Cotter reported they are still spreading fill on the Karg’s site.  Leaf pick up has ended and the drop off site will close this week.  Main Street Park is being prepped for the Colonial Stroll.  308 ½ S. Market St. has been taken down with the help of the county demo team.  This helped the city save over $50,000.  The consultant working on the Rail Trail Phase II project is finalizing their design documents and will be presenting them soon.  Some of the work will be new signage and straightening the crosswalks that are at an angle across the streets.  They should be straight across so pedestrians spend less time in the street.  

Mayor Slingerland explained that the property at 308 ½ S. Market St. is up for sale.  It was not acquired through foreclosure so it does not have to go through the bidding process.  Anyone can make an offer and they should be turned in to the City Clerk.

POLICE DEPT. – Chief Gifford reminded residents that the all night parking ban is in effect until April 1st.

SENIOR CENTER – Council Member Martin reported the center’s Christmas dinner is coming up and reservations need to be in by Dec. 4th.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION No. 79, 2013 was presented by Council Member Foss and seconded by Council Member-at-Large Marcucci to adopt the 2014 Budget.  
Ayes: 3

Noes: 0

Absent: 2  Cole, Lakata

RESOLUTION No. 80, 2013 was presented by Council Member Martin to retire K9 Spike and honor ACO Kelly Warner’s request to become the owner of Spike for a fee of $1.00.  Seconded by Council Member Foss.  
Ayes: 3
Noes: 0

Absent: 2  Cole, Lakata

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Johnstown Colonial Stroll is scheduled for Friday, December 6th from 6-9pm.  Mayor Slingerland will light the tree at 6:15pm and Santa will arrive at 6:30pm.  Thanks to all the donors for the event.  Many downtown businesses will be open.

Council Member Martin made a motion at 7:35pm to enter into executive session regarding proposed, pending and current litigation.  Motion was seconded by Foss.  Motion carried
A motion was made at 7:49pm by Council Member Foss to come out of executive session.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Martin.

A motion to adjourn was made at 7:50pm by Council Member Foss and seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

City Clerk

