A Business Meeting of the Johnstown Common Council was held on September 16, 2013 at 5:00p.m., in the Common Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Sarah J. Slingerland

: Mayor

Bryan C. Marcucci

: Council Member-at-Large

Helen Martin


: Council Member

J. Christopher Foss

: “                         “

Cynthia Lakata


: “                         “

Susan Palmer Johnson

: City Attorney

Bruce Heberer


: Fire Chief

Mark Gifford


: Police Chief

Chandra Cotter


: City Engineer

Erica Wing


: Library Director

Michelle Jones


: Senior Center Director

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

: City Clerk

ABSENT:

Kay B. Cole


: Council Member

Michael Gifford


: City Treasurer

Mayor Slingerland called the meeting to order at 5:00p.m., and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Common Council and Mayor met with City Officials who presented their department budget requests during the budget workshop.

The regular business meeting began at 7:00p.m.

ROLL CALL – one council member absent.

APPROVE MINUTES – Council Member Martin made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 3, 2013 Committee Meeting.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Lakata. Motion carried.
CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS – Council Member Martin made a motion to pay the bills and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office.  Motion seconded by Council Member Foss. Motion carried.
LIAISON’S REPORTS

FIRE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 67 calls in August that included 6 structure fires, 1 vehicle fire, 5 motor vehicle accidents, 15 hazardous conditions, 6 medical assistance calls and 34 service calls. The Code Office issued 69 permits at an estimated cost of construction of $796,543.00 and $3,495 in permits fees collected. They conducted 825 inspections.
Mayor Slingerland added that the FAGE project is the 3rd largest project in the capital district. The project is going very well and there is a lot of intense work being done. This is a very large project for a small city.

POLICE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 793 calls resulting in 28 arrests, 14 parking tickets, 45 traffic tickets and 45 motor vehicle accidents investigated.  A crime prevention course was conducted at the Johnstown Senior Center.  There were 3 K9 responses.
SENIOR CENTER – Council Member Martin reported there will be an Arthritis Ti Chi Class beginning Sept. 30th.  Healthlink will be at the center on Tuesdays from 9am-1pm for blood pressure screenings. On October 3rd from 1pm-3pm, a pharmacy tech from Rite Aid will be available to give flu shots. On October 19th and 20th the Annual Antique Show will take place at the senior center and JACC building.

LIBRARY – Council Member Foss reported the library is open regular hours including hours on Saturday and Sunday. The Friends of the Library will hold a book and bake sale on October 26th. Donations of good used books are accepted. Story Hour continues on Tuesdays at 10:30a.m. A French foreign film will be shown September 24th. 

DPW – Council Member Foss reported fill is being hauled to the Karg’s site while they wait for the consultant to prepare the necessary documentation for the Intermediate Remedial Measures Plan which is to be submitted to NYS DEC. CHIPS paving should begin by the end of the week.  Temporary “no parking” signs will be posted on the streets to be paved.  Sanitary and storm issues that have been a problem are being researched. DPW personnel have been working closely with the police department to insure the proper road signs are posted. The City’s new web site is now live.
ASSESSOR - Council Member-at-Large Marcucci reported school tax bills have been mailed. Anyone that did not receive theirs should call the school district. Basic STAR registration letters have been mailed from the NYS Dept. of Taxation.  Registration must be done by December 31st. Seniors with the Enhanced STAR should be receiving their renewal notices from the City Assessor in November.

RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION No. 63, 2013 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Marcucci to authorize the NYS and Local Retirement System to reopen Article 22 of the Retirement and Social Security Law for Eric Brown to enroll in the Tier 5, 20 year retirement plan.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

RESOLUTION No. 64, 2013 was presented by Council Member Martin to approve the re-appointment of Frank Parker, to the position of City Assessor.  Seconded by Council Member-at-Large Marcucci.  

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

RESOLUTION No. 65, 2013 was presented by Council Member Lakata to appoint Richard Pettit to the City of Johnstown Board of Assessment Review.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

RESOLUTION No. 66, 2013 was presented by Council Member Foss to execute a proposal for Professional Planning Services with Bergmann Associates.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Cole

ANNOUNCEMENTS

September 21st – General Dodge Day
October 5th & 6th – Fall Festival – Main St. Park

October 14th – City Hall Offices closed

October 26th – Harvest Fest – Halloween Parade at noon.  Chili Cook-Off in the park – prizes

A motion to adjourn at 7:24p.m., was made by Council Member Foss and seconded by Council Member Lakata.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

City Clerk 
