The Johnstown Common Council held their Committee Meeting on April 7, 2014 at 7:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Michael B. Julius


: Mayor

Christopher Swatt

: Council Member-at-Large

Kathi Iannotti


: Council Member
Helen Martin


: “                         “

Edwin Queeney III

: “                         “

Cynthia Lakata


: “                            “

Bruce Heberer


: Fire Chief

Mark Gifford


: Police Chief

Brett Preston


: City Attorney

Michael Gifford


: City Treasurer

Erica Wing


: Library Director

Chandra Cotter


: City Engineer

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

: City Clerk

Mayor Julius called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL – all council members present.

PROCLAMATION – EQUAL PAY DAY – Mayor Julius read the proclamation supporting equal pay for women.

APPROVE MINUTES – the minutes of the March 17, 2014 Business Meeting were approved with a motion from Council Member Lakata and seconded by Council Member-at-Large Swatt.  Motion carried.

MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS
TOURISM COMMITTEE – Helen Martin, Leslie Foss, Noel Levee, Scott Jeffers, Wade Wells, Bernadette Weaver, Cathy VanAlstyne, Chandra Cotter, Linda Hinkle and Robert Kosowicz.

PARADE COMMITTEE – Michael Gifford, Bruce Heberer, Joseph Salamack, Peter O’Lucci, Cathy VanAlstyne and Garth Hillier.

CITY OFFICIAL’S REPORTS

LIBRARY – Mrs. Wing distributed copies of the library’s 2013 Annual Report. This is a requirement of the State of New York.  She also reported their attendance numbers are increasing.  People of all ages are using the library. The Mini Golf Fundraiser will be held on April 26th from 10am-3pm. They have 68 baskets for the raffle.  Several programs for children are scheduled for vacation week.

FIRE DEPT. – Chief Heberer reported the department will be doing ward sweeps in the city during the month of April. They will remind residents of the citywide clean up scheduled for the second weekend in May. After that, they may issue tickets to violators.  The Gloversville and Johnstown Mayors and Fire Chiefs have been working on a Memorandum for mutual aid between the two fire departments. This would allow both departments to be dispatched at the same time for structure fires in either city. Gloversville council will vote on this by resolution at their meeting on Tuesday. Attorney Preston would like to have time to look this over so a resolution could be prepared and voted on by the Johnstown council at the next meeting.  The council told Chief Heberer they were in favor of the memorandum and would like to have Attorney Preston prepare a resolution for the next meeting.
DPW – Mrs. Cotter reported work is being done on drainage at the Karg’s site.  The consultant will be called in to hydro-seed.  When that is complete a decision could be made on what to do with the property.  In the Comprehensive Plan it suggested a city center park.  Applicants that have been chosen to receive the NYS Main St. Grant will be contacted again to make sure they are still willing to pay their 25% share of the grant.  Rail Trail Project – consultant is still working on the design report for D.O.T. Once it is approved a proposal will be presented for the work to be done. The brush drop off is now open for the season.  Residents can bring their brush and lawn debris to the site on W. Main St.  Pick up from the terraces will be the last two weeks in April. Residents are not to place anything in the street because it blocks the storm drains when it rains. The street sweeper will be out soon.  
Council Member-at-Large Swatt said he would like to see a city center park at the Karg’s site.  People have told him they take their children to play at the Boulevard Park in Gloversville.  Why can’t we do the same in Johnstown?  That park is owned by the school district not the city. Council Member Lakata said we do not have a recreation department and to have another department in the city would incur additional expense.  
POLICE DEPT. – Chief Gifford said the city’s all night parking ban ended April 1st. The DEA drug disposal program will be held at the police department on April 26th from 10am-2pm.  Anyone can bring their unused/expired prescriptions to be disposed of.
CITY TREASURER – Mr. Gifford said his office is collecting the City tax which is due without penalty by April 30th.  If anyone has not received their bill they should call the Treasurer’s Office.  He is also working on the annual report for 2013 which is due by April 30th.
RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION No. 27, 2014 was presented by Council Member Queeney to appoint Tom Roehl to the Johnstown Library Board of Trustees.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 28, 2014 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to authorize a contract with Orion Management Company for administrative services for the NY Main Street Grant.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.
Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

DISCUSSION

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH – Council Member-at-Large Swatt said there are two grass routes groups that have been meeting occasionally, in the south and north ends of the city. The north end group are talking about planting flowers and cleaning up the neighborhood.  Chief Gifford said they are not getting physically involved, that is the job of the police.  
A motion to adjourn at 7:25p.m., was made by Council Member-at-Large Swatt and seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

City Clerk

