The Johnstown Common Council held their Business Meeting on January 21, 2014 at 7:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Michael B. Julius


: Mayor

Helen Martin


: Council Member

Kathi Iannotti


: “                      “

Edwin Queeney


: “                        “

Cynthia Lakata


: “                       “

Brett Preston


: City Attorney

Mark Gifford


: Police Chief

Bruce Heberer


: Fire Chief

Erica Wing


: Library Director
Chandra Cotter


: City Engineer

Michael Gifford


: City Treasurer

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

: City Clerk

ABSENT:

Christopher Swatt

: Council Member-at-Large

Michelle Jones


: Senior Center

Mayor Julius called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL – one council member absent.
APPROVE MINUTES – minutes of the January 1, 2014 Organizational Meeting were approved with a motion from Council Member Martin and seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS – Housing Program – a motion was made by Council Member Martin to pay the bills for the Housing Program and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Council Member Queeney abstained.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS – Other – Council Member Lakata made a motion to pay the bills and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

LIAISON’S REPORTS

POLICE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported for the year 2013 the Police Dept. received 8,877 calls resulting in 633 traffic tickets, 347 parking tickets, 382 motor vehicle accidents and 342 arrests.

FIRE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 54 calls during the month of December that included 4 structure fires, 5 carbon monoxide calls, 14 calls for service, 5 motor vehicle accidents, 20 hazardous conditions, 4 medical assists, 5 carbon monoxide, and 14 calls for service.  The Code Office issued 34 building permits at an estimated cost of construction of $95,268.00 and permit fees totaling $2,330.  Inspections totaled 485.

DPW – Council Member Iannotti reported the department continues to level fill at the Karg’s site through the spring of this year.  City Engineer and City Treasurer are working on the Main St. grant.  Information and design and cost estimates were presented at tonight’s informational session for the Rail Trail Project by Greenman Pederson.  Friday, January 31st will be the last day for Christmas tree pick up.  Sand barrels are placed on certain corners for residents use.  City residents also have access to sand located at the end of Prindle Ave.    
WATER DEPT. – Council Member Iannotti reported the Organizational Meeting was held on January 13th.  New board member George DiMarco was welcomed.  Nick Cannizzo was re-elected President and John Pradelski, Vice President.  Residents are asked to let Anjo workers in their homes to install the new water meter readers.  This only takes approximately 10 minutes.  They have started with the north end.

ASSESSOR – Council Member Queeney reported home owners who have not registered with the State for the basic STAR will receive final notice.  

LIBRARY – Council Member Queeney reported that the library will host a free energy saving workshop on Tuesday, January 28th at 6pm.  Saturday, February 1st, is Take Your Child To the Library Day from 10am-1pm.

RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION No. 9, 2014 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to accept offers for surplus equipment from Amy Blowers.  Seconded by Council Member Swatt.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Swatt

RESOLUTION No. 10, 2014 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to advertise for sale surplus equipment.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Discussion:  The equipment belonged to DPW and Water Dept.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Swatt

RESOLUTION No. 11, 2014 was presented by Council Member Lakata to reject offers for surplus equipment and offer for private sale, scrap or dispose of in the future.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Swatt

RESOLUTION No. 12, 2014 was presented by Council Member Queeney to advertise for bids for a consultant for the Community Block Grant for upgrades to the Gloversville-Johnstown Joint Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent:  1  Swatt

RESOLUTION No. 13, 2014 was presented by Council Member Martin to authorize execution of the Grant Agreement for the 2013 NY Main Street Program Grant.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Swatt

RESOLUTION No. 14, 2014 was presented by Council Member Martin to authorize execution of a contract with the Johnstown Senior Citizens Service Center, Inc.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Swatt

RESOLUTION No. 15, 2014 was presented by Council Member Lakata to award the bid for new self-contained breathing apparatus for the fire department.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Swatt

RESOLUTION No. 16, 2014 was presented by Council Member Queeney to appoint J. Christopher Foss and Beth Connelie to the Johnstown Library Board of Trustees.  Seconded by Council Member Iannitti.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Swatt

Council Member Iannotti made a motion at 7:30p.m., to enter into executive session for the discussion of lease of real property, investigation and litigation.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

At 8:04p.m., Council Member Iannotti made a motion to come out of executive session.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.  A motion to adjourn was made by Council Member Martin and seconded by Council Member Queeney.  Motions carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

City Clerk
