A Business Meeting of the Johnstown Common Council was held on March 17, 2014 at 7:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Michael B. Julius



: Mayor

Christopher Swatt


: Council Member-at-Large

Kathi Iannotti



: Council Member

Edwin Queeney III


: “                           “

Helen Martin



: “                          “

Cynthia Lakata



: “                           “
Bruce Heberer



: Fire Chief

Mark Gifford



: Police Chief

Chandra Cotter



: City Engineer

Erica Wing



: Library Director

Michael Gifford



: City Treasurer

Brett Preston



: City Attorney

Cathy A. VanAlstyne


: City Clerk

Mayor Julius called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL – all council members present.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Council Member Martin made a motion at 7:02p.m., to enter into executive session for discussion of collective bargaining contracts.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Motion carried.

A motion was made at 7:15p.m., by Council Member Martin and seconded by Council Member-at-Large Swatt to come out of executive session.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC SPEAKERS – Ron Robinson, Hall Ave., explained the upcoming Johnson Jog 5K run/walk that will take place on May 17th.  They are seeking support from the Johnstown Police and would like the Mayor to open the race. They have many sponsors that have contributed to the event to benefit programs at Johnson Hall.
Wade Wells, site manager at Johnson Hall, announced plans for the reenactment of the funeral procession for Sir William Johnson.  It will take place on July 20, 2014 and will lead from Johnson Hall to St. John’s Church.  A reenactment of the Battle of Johnstown will take place on September 20th and 21st.  They will need police to block some streets as the troops march through.  They will come up Hall Ave. and exit out the back of Johnson Hall, cross Johnson Ave. to the battlefields.  
APPROVE MINUTES – Council Member-at-Large Swatt made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 3, 2014 Committee Meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS – Council Member Lakata made a motion to approve the payment of the general bills and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Council Member Swatt to pay the bills under the Housing Audit.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Lakata.  Council Member Queeney abstained.  Motion carried.

PROCLAMATION – Developmental Disabilities Month – Mayor Julius read the proclamation.  
LIAISON’S REPORTS 

FIRE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 56 calls that included 6 structure fires, 2 vehicle fires, 3 motor vehicle accidents, 15 hazardous calls, 6 medical assists, 8 carbon monoxide calls and 14 calls for service.  The Code Office issued 23 building permits with an estimated cost of construction at $485,548.00 and $1,358 in permit fees.  They conducted 386 inspections and complaints.  Residents are reminded to get permits before doing any work.
POLICE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 758 calls resulting in 33 arrests, 54 traffic tickets, 36 parking tickets, and 28 traffic accidents investigated.

WATER BOARD – Council Member Iannotti reported Anjo Construction has almost completed installing the new meter readers in the south end.  They will be training on how to read them soon.  Work is being done on the sand replacement at Cork Reservoir and will do sand replacement at Christman Reservoir down the road.  
DPW – Council Member Iannotti reported work at the Karg’s site is near completion.  The City received 10 applications for the NY Main St. Grant program.  The Project Selection Committee will review and make recommendations for awards to the Council.  Information, design and cost estimates have been presented for the Rail Trail Project.  Final design report will be submitted to NYS DOT for review and approval.  

Crews have been out daily filling potholes.

PLANNING BOARD – Council Member Martin reported the request for two signs on the Berkshire Bank on W. Main St. were denied.  A motion was made and approved to name the City as lead agency for the Rail Trail Project.

SENIOR CENTER – Council Member Martin reported an Irish Luncheon and entertainment is planned for March 19th at noon.   The Life Line Mobile unit will be at the center on Thursday from 9am-3pm for medical screening.  
TOURISM COMMITTEE – Council Member Martin reported the hanging baskets donation letters will be going out soon.  She is looking for any events coming up to put together in a community calendar.  
LIBRARY – Council Member Queeney reported the next foreign film will be show on Tuesday, March 18th at 4pm.  On March 20th , at 6:30p.m., Author Heidi Sprouse will discuss the publishing of her first book. “Get to Know the Taro” an informational program will be presented on March 25th at 6:30p.m.  A conversation with historian and genealogist Judith Redline Coopey on the Underground Railroad is set for March 27th at 6:30p.m. Preparations continue for the annual mini golf fundraiser April 26th from 10am-3pm, at the library.  Raffle baskets are on display at the library and tickets can be purchased for $1 each.
RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION No. 25, 2014 was presented by Council Member Queeney to re-appoint Christine Krempa and Helen James to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.
Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 26, 2014 was presented by Council Member Martin to re-appoint Peter K. Smith and George Nicholas to the Johnstown Planning Board.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

DISCUSSION
Chief Heberer read a list of improvements that home owners can make to their properties in the city without raising the assessment; residents can check with the Code’s Office.

A motion to adjourn was made by Council Member-at-Large Swatt and seconded by Council Member Lakata.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

City Clerk

