A Committee Meeting of the Johnstown Common Council was held on March 3, 2014 at 7:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Cynthia Lakata


: Council Member

Kathi Iannotti


: “                        “

Helen Martin


: “                         “

Edwin Queeney


: “                         “

Brett Preston


: City Attorney

Chandra Cotter


: City Engineer

Erica Wing


: Library Director

Michelle Jones


: Senior Center Director

Michael Heberer


: Asst. Fire Chief

Mark Gifford


: Police Chief

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

: City Clerk

ABSENT:

Michael B. Julius


: Mayor

Christopher Swatt

: Council Member-at-Large

Michael Gifford


: City Treasurer
Council Member Lakata called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL – one council member absent.

APPROVE MINUTES – the minute of the February 18, 2014 Business Meeting were approved with a motion from Council Member Martin and seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS – the Public Housing Audit was approved with a motion from Council Member Martin and seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Council Member Queeney abstained.  Motion carried.

CITY OFFICIAL’S REPORTS

FIRE DEPT. – Asst. Chief Heberer expressed the department’s condolences to the Mayor in the loss of his mother.  He reported the new T.J. Maxx Store is scheduled to open on March 6th at 8a.m. A new house is being built on Bloomingdale Ave. Inspections continue at FAGE. They have started ward sweeps. In light of the recent fire in an unoccupied house on W. Fulton St., Asst. Chief Heberer wants to remind residents that if they see something, such as people going in and out of an unoccupied house, to report it.  
POLICE DEPT. – Chief Gifford reported Lt. Gilbo and District Attorney Sira have been going to local schools, educated students on internet safety.

DPW – City Engineer Cotter reported work is still being done at the Karg’s site and filling potholes on city streets.  They have had many sewer back up calls.  Rags and baby wipes were found in the sewer.  Residents are reminded not to flush such things down the toilet.
Painting is being done in the attorney’s office and bathrooms at City Hall.

SENIOR CENTER – Director Michelle Jones reported on March 13th there will be a karate demonstration for seniors, at the center.  On March 17th a bus will travel to Turning Stone for an Irish show.  St. Patrick’s Day program and dinner is scheduled for March 19th at the center.

LIBRARY – Director Erica Wing reported all tax forms have arrived at the library and are available for residents.  Two authors will be at the library to talk about their books, March 20th and March 27th at 6:30p.m.
RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION No. 22, 2014 was presented by Council Member Martin to enter an agreement with Orion Management for consultant services for the Community Block Grant received by the City for upgrades to the sewer plant.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Swatt

RESOLUTION No. 23, 2014 was presented by Council Member Queeney to advertise that the City is accepting sealed written proposals to conduct the revaluation of city properties.  Proposals will be opened March 21, 2014 at 10a.m.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Discussion:  The Assessor’s Office had sent out letters to a few companies who do revaluation.  GAR Associates appeared before the council at last month’s meeting with a presentation.  Council Member Martin stressed that we had not advertised for a consultant before they did the presentation.  We will have others to listen to prior to making a decision on a consultant. 
Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Swatt

RESOLUTION No. 24, 2014 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to execute a Pictometry Authorized User Agreement with the County of Fulton.  Seconded by Council Member Queeney.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Swatt

A motion to adjourn was made at 7:14p.m., by Council Member Iannotti and seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

City Clerk

