A meeting of the Johnstown Planning Board took place on January 7, 2014 at 4:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Peter K. Smith


: Chairman

Fredrick Franko


: Board Member

Terri Easterly


: “                       “

George Nicholas


: “                        “

Michael Gifford


: “                        “

Chandra Cotter


: City Engineer

Brett Preston


: City Attorney

Bruce Heberer


: Fire Chief

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

: City Clerk

Also present was Mayor Michael Julius.

Chairman Smith welcomed back to the Board Brett Preston, who now represents the Board as City Attorney.
The minutes of October 29, 2013 meeting were approved with a motion from Mr. Nicholas and seconded by Mrs. Cotter.  Motion carried.  Mr. Preston abstained.

BERKSHIRE BANK – application for signs on the bank building, corner of W. Main St. and N. Market St.  Chief Heberer explained to the Board that the building falls into the historic preservation overlay district.  Any alterations or improvements to any downtown building, not keeping with the aesthetic character of the building, requires the Planning Board’s review and approval.  Section 22-603e in the City Zoning states approval is required when looking at historical, cultural, architectural, aesthetical and overall character and should be retained with features altered as little as possible.  The Code Office has already approved the Berkshire Bank sign on the front of the building, replacing the Bank of America sign and have also approve a 24 Hour Banking sign by the front door of the bank and a No Parking sign in the back of the building.  What they are asking approval for are two banner signs on the building.
Chris Moreau from Agnoli Sign Co. said they have altered colors, shape and background to match the building.  The signs are non-illuminating. The background will match the color of the columns on the building.  The letters are foam cut, similar to wood look.  
Chairman Smith stated this will be subject to a Public Hearing at the next regular meeting, February 4, 2014, at which time the Board could make a final decision.  

Mr. Franko asked Chief Heberer about the number of signs allowed.  Chief Heberer said two signs are allowed so approval would be for the third sign.  The 24 Hour Banking sign isn’t included in the signage because it is a service sign. Chairman Smith also expressed his concern about the number of signs.  
Mr. Franko has been working with the downtown revitalization and has a problem with this and will be voting against because of the signage on the side of the building.  Also, the signage on the Main St. elevation that is directly over some detailed work on the building.  He would rather not have the signs on the building and have more detailing on the diagonal sign.  You get a lot of visibility on the corner sign.  Ms. Moreau said the sign on the corner has already been approved by the Code Office and is ready to go.  
Chairman Smith said he would not be able to attend the next meeting in February but feels the sign on the West side of the building offends the architectural integrity of a very nice building. 
The City Clerk will advertise for the Public Hearing to be held on February 4, 2014 at 4:00p.m.

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Gifford and seconded by Mrs. Easterly. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

City Clerk 
