A meeting of the Johnstown Planning Board was held on March 4, 2014 at 4:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Peter K. Smith



: Chairman

Terri Easterly



: Board Member

Fredrick Franko



: “                      “

George Nicholas



: “                      “
Michael Gifford



: “                      “

Chandra Cotter



: City Engineer

Michael Heberer



: Asst. Fire Chief

Cathy A. VanAlstyne


: City Clerk

ABSENT:

Brett Preston



: City Attorney

Chairman Smith called the meeting to order.

A motion was made by Mr. Gifford and seconded by Mrs. Easterly to approve the minutes of the January 7, 2014 meeting.  Motion carried.
PUBLIC HEARING – BERSHIRE BANK – Chairman Smith opened the public hearing. The Berkshire Bank is requesting approval to erect two signs on the bank building at the corner of W. Main St. and S. Market St. The bank is in the Historic Overlay District and the two signs are not allowed without a Special Permit from the Planning Board. The existing sign on the corner of the building has already been replaced with a Berkshire Bank sign. Christina Moreau from Agnoli Sign Co. submitted to the Board an adjustment of the plans to the placement of the two signs.  She originally submitted plans for the two signs, one on the side and the other on the front of the building, to be placed across the building blocking some of the architecture. The new plans would have the signs extending across the top of two sets of windows which are blacked out due to the ceiling inside the building being lowered.  
Mrs. Cotter said she would not approve of the signs being placed on any of the windows. This is a historic preservation district and the building has been a bank for 100 years.  Everyone knows it is a bank.

Noel Levee, City Historian, said it takes from the architecture of the building that was built in 1927.  There is already one sign up.  He showed pictures of the bank taken in 1928 and other historic buildings on Main St. such as the Johnstown Hotel, City Hall and St. Patrick’s Lodge.  
Chairman Smith added that it is an attractive historic building. Ms. Moreau asked about the large sign across the front of the restaurant supply store, across the street.  That sign was allowed before the new zoning ordinance went into affect.  It predates this code.

Mrs. Cotter said one of the priorities for the NY Main St. Grant that the City has received is to maintain the historic look of downtown.  
Mrs. Easterly said the sign on the corner of the building is very visible and is overkill to have the signs on the building.  
Ms. Moreau said it is a huge building and the owners want more signage.

Mr. Franko said there are other inappropriate signs on other buildings. He welcomes the new business but will deny any additional signage. There is no pressing need for the signs.
Mr. Franko made a motion to deny the request from Berkshire Bank for the additional two signs. The motion was seconded by Mr. Nicholas.  Motion carried and application was denied.

SEQR – Mrs. Cotter said the City of Johnstown needs to be named lead agency for the Rail Trail project. A consultant has been hired and a design report was submitted that addresses all issues. She has already reached out to all agencies involved and no one has any issues with the City being named lead agency. Mrs. Cotter made a motion to name the City of Johnstown lead agency in the SEQR for the Rail Trail Project. Motion was seconded by Mr. Gifford.  Motion carried.

A motion to adjourn was made at 4:30p.m., by Mrs. Easterly and seconded by Mrs. Cotter. Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

City Clerk

