JOHNSTOWN WATER BOARD

MEETING MINUTES

August 11, 2014
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT:

NICHOLAS CANNIZZO, PRESIDENT

JOHN PRADELSKI, BOARD MEMBER
BRETT PRESTON, CITY ATTORNEY

RICHARD RICCIARDI, BOARD MEMBER

GEORGE DIMARCO, BOARD MEMBER

ANTHONY CARUSO, BOARD MEMBER

MICHAEL HLOZANSKY, SENIOR PLANT OPERATOR
KATHY IANNOTTI, COMMON COUNCIL
CINDA SPRAKER, CLERK OF THE WATER BOARD 
EXCUSED:
PUBLIC SPEAKER :  Matt Sherman of Stump City Brewery LLC spoke to the Board concerning their request for a water tap on West Fulton Street Extension. Nick showed the Board a map of the permissive use area which includes the site of the Brewery. Their was a discussion concerning how much water the brewery would use. Nick stated a separate tap and a back flow device would be required. The Board approved the tap.
FINANCIAL
AUDIT COMMITTEE: George questioned the voucher for payment from Daniel G Vincelette, PC. Brett Preston will request an update for the attorney. Vouchers were approved for payment.

Financial reports were provided and accepted by Duke Caruso and Rick Ricciardi 
CARRIED

MINUTES  Nick asked Cindy if he stated at the last meeting that the lumber contract not be sent next door for approval. Cindy told Nick that he instructed her not to send any contracts next door unless they were for a capital project after the July meeting. Cindy asked if this was a decision the Board made while in executive session but the Board said it was not. A motion to accept the minutes of the July meeting was made by Rick Ricciardi seconded by Duke Caruso. George DiMarco did not approve the meeting minutes. George stated his recollection of the meeting did not agree the meeting minutes Cindy prepared.
CORRESPONDENCE:

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:  
FILTRATION & DISTRIBUTION: Mike and Wade submitted monthly reports. Mike updated the Board on Hydro Qual.  

Mike said the maps are in a locked room. Permission must be granted from the City Engineer to gain access to water department maps. George sent a letter to Chandra concerning the maps but the Mayor told her to ignore it. George said he did not receive a response. The Mayor told Nick to give him a list of the maps he wanted and copies will be made. George will review the log and prepare a list of the maps needed. Duke said he heard the fire and police departments want all the maps in one location. Kathi and Brett were asked to follow up with the Mayor as to why they need water line maps. Nick told the Board that Continental Billing will now be used to bill Industrial accounts. George asked about the Industrial accounts that were billed incorrectly. George stated that incorrect reading came from this office and that checks and balances need to be in place so that this does not happen again. Cindy stated she was given numbers and she questioned them and was assured that they were right and the bad readings were not her fault. TJ and James Stanton checked the master meter readings and said they were fine. Cindy sent the spreadsheets to Donna at the waste treatment plant and George Bevington met with water department employees. TJ used the new meter reading system to provide new readings. George DiMarco said he was told we billed the Industrials for 6 weeks when it was suppose to be 4 weeks and that was the problem. George DiMarco said we need multiple people looking at things, having one person knowing everything is not good. Cindy stated that she works hand and hand with Donna every month with the Industrials and with TJ for all the readings. George said it should be discussed in executive session because their needs to be some redundancy in the office. The Board discussed that they should be compensated for collecting the sewer revenue for the City of Johnstown. Nick said the Mayor suggested he attend their meeting but Nick stated he shouldn’t have to because he doesn’t get paid. The Board reviewed the north end shut off list.
OLD BUSINESS: Work to repair the wall at Larrabee will begin next month. Litigation continues on the watershed assessments. The 5 year plan did not change from last month. The Board will schedule a meeting with Chad to update the plan.  Nick is waiting to hear from Bruce Heberer or Bill Sullivan about new phones for water department employees.  Rick asked why Bruce is involved. Mike said we were going to be under the fire department plan. Mike is going  to take Nick  and find Bill Sullivan himself. Nick said the County approved paying for half of the study that C.T. Male has been hired for. John read a letter that Euphrates sent concerning the bypass. John asked if George and Dave received their keys. Mike stated he had copies made and distributed them. Rick asked if the pump for filtration came in yet. Mike said it just came in and would be installed tomorrow.
NEW BUSINESS: Mike asked the Board about purchasing new meters for the schools and the museum. The Board wants the meters to be read manually and to see if we have a used meter that can be placed in the museum. The cost for new meters will be considered for the 2015 budget. Nick said he told Wade to prepare a list of necessary material needed for the 2015 budget. Wade told Nick he needs sand for this year, Nick told Wade to haul the sand from Cork Center and stockpile it at the barn. John suggested blocking off the shrubs out from and paving the area but leave the curbing in place. George suggested pouring concrete. It was decided to box around the shrubs and pave the area. Cindy told the Board that the NYS Comptrollers Office will be conducting an audit of the City of Johnstown.  Cindy told the Board that a city resident submitted a claim for damage due to a leaking water meter to the city clerk. Brett explained that claims against the city are handled by the clerk’s office and submitted to our insurance carrier. Nick told the Board that NYSDEC is now in charge of water permits. Nick shared a vehicle damage log that Chandra is issuing for city vehicles. George will draft a response to Chandra. The Board discussed the non responsive documentation that Anjo Construction submitted.
A MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION WAS MADE BY NICK CANNIZZO SECONDED BY DUKE CARUSO
A MOTION TO EXIT EXECUTIVE SESSION AND ADJOURN WAS MADE BY RICCIARDI SECONDED BY CANNIZZO.
THE MEETING ENDED 9:30 PM.

