The Johnstown Common Council held their Business Meeting on August 18, 2014 at 6:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Michael B. Julius


: Mayor

Cynthia Lakata


: Council Member

Kathi Iannotti


:  “                        “

Helen Martin


: “                         “

Edwin Queeney 


:  “                        “
Mark Gifford


: Police Chief

Bruce Heberer


: Fire Chief

Chandra Cotter


: City Engineer

Erica Wing


: Library Director

Brett Preston


: City Attorney

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

: City Clerk

ABSENT:

Christopher Swatt

: Council Member-at-Large

Michelle Jones


: Senior Center Director

Mayor Julius called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL – one council member absent, four present.

PRESENTATIONS FOR HYDRAULIC/HYDROLOGIC STUDY

BARTON & LOGUIDICE – Wendell Buckman did a slide presentation for the Council. The company has 30 years of experience with drainage issues. They would collect data, walk the areas, inspect and summarize, determining which are the most important of the five creek areas. They do not have a grant writer but would assist in providing the technical data for the grant. He said they have done over 100 drainage studies and have worked on all aspects of drainage problems, some funded with grants and some not. They did study all five of the areas but would consider removing Hall Creek from the study to save costs since it does not flood. Comrie Creek and Glebe St. – he is not sure if they are connected but when they do the model it will show what the problem is, it could be undersized and need to be larger. The grant could cover the cost of design and construction fees.  
GREENMAN-PEDERSEN – employs 1,100 people in their company with an office in Albany that opened in 1975. They have several engineers, biologist and a grant specialist. Several team members attended and did a slide show presentation for Council members.  (copies of slides on file in the City Clerk’s Office)  They plan to hire local surveyors Ferguson & Foss to do any surveying work that may be necessary. They also have their own grant writer they work with.  He feels he could get funding for ½ of the study. They would need to determine wetlands. Any wetlands along 30A are under the jurisdiction of the State. Any culverts in that area they could not do but could provide data to the State.  If there were any previous studies done of these five creek areas they would use them and adjust the fee accordingly.  
PUBLIC SPEAKERS

Conrad Stergas, S. East Ave., said. beavers in Hale Creek cause flooding. There were beavers in Comrie Creek and he got a permit to remove them. The City needs to get a permit and come in and destroy the beavers. Comrie Creek basin includes Knox field and Glebe St. Eagle Chevrolet culvert – he has asked the State and no one seems to know if the State authorized the culvert to be put in.  Poor drainage leads to flooding. Greenman-Pedersen showed their work as dams and bridges; we have a drainage problem in the City of Johnstown not a dam problem.

APPROVE MINUTES - A motion to approve the minutes of the July 21, 2014 Business Meeting was made by Council Member Martin and seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS

1. General Audit – a motion to pay the bills and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office was made by Council Member Lakata and seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

2. Housing Audit – a motion to pay the bills and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office was made by Council Member Lakata and seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried, Council Member Queeney abstained.

LIAISON’S REPORTS

POLICE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 744 calls during the month of July that resulted in 22 arrests, 8 parking tickets, 44 traffic tickets, and 20 motor vehicle accidents investigated.
FIRE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 72 calls for service in July that included 5 structure fires, 1 mutual aid in Gloversville, 2 helicopter assists, 6 motor vehicle accidents, 22 hazardous calls, 6 medical assistance, 4 carbon monoxide calls, 6 pump outs and 20 calls for service. The Code Office issued 74 building permits with an estimated cost of construction of $375,395 and $3,000 in permit fees collected.  Inspections and complaints totaled 825.  Residents are reminded to get their permit before beginning work.  Fire pit permits must be renewed yearly.

WATER BOARD – Council Member Iannotti reported Matthew Sherman was given permission to tap into the Johnstown water line for a brewery on his property at Ext. Fulton St.  In September they will start work on the Larrabee wall repair job.  
DPW – Council Member Iannotti reported the following streets to be repaved this season under the CHIPS program are as follows: N. Perry St. from Maple Ave. to the city line, W. Green St. from W. State St. to N. Market St., Elmwood Ave., Mason St. from N. Market St. to Pleasant Ave., S. William St. from 2nd Ave. to Potter Rd. and W. Main St. from Meadow to S. Melcher St.

SENIOR CENTER – Council Member Martin reported the center will host an AARP Defensive Driving Class on Sept. 3rd and October 1st for a cost of $20 for members and $25 for non-members. Tap and Line Dance classes will take place on Tuesdays.  Farmers’ Market coupons are available to seniors at OFA.

ASSESSOR – Council Member Queeney reported the data collection continues in the 4th Ward.  The 3rd Ward has been completed. 

LIBRARY – Council Member Queeney reported the Summer Reading Program is winding down. The monthly foreign film will be shown August 19th at 4pm.  The library will close for Labor Day. The next book discussion will be on Sept. 19th at 10:30a.m.

RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION No. 48, 2014 was presented by Council Member Lakata to accept the funding to reimburse the Police Dept., 50% of the cost of protective vests for the department.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Swatt

RESOLUTION No. 49, 2014 was presented by Council Member Queeney to authorize a five year agreement for court security with the NYS Unified Court System.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Swatt

RESOLUTION No. 50, 2014 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to advertise in the Leader-Herald and Daily Gazette for bids for street resurfacing.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Discussion:  City Engineer Cotter said this year’s CHIPS amount and the amount left over from last year can be used for the paving.  All intersection being paved must be ADA compliant on all four corner sidewalks and will be subcontracted. 

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Absent: 1  Swatt

DISCUSSION

Council Member Martin announced that there will be a Tourism Committee Meeting on August 20, 2014 at 6pm in the Council Chambers.

City Engineer Chandra Cotter asked the Council for some direction concerning the hydrologic/hydraulic study. Council Member Lakata asked if there was money in the budget to cover the cost of the study.  City Treasurer Mike Gifford said that there was. The contract amount for Barton & Loguidice’s proposal is a lump sum contract of $41,000 and includes $5,400 for survey work. The contract amount for Greenman-Pedersen’s proposal is a not to exceed contract of $66,650 which includes a $10,000 estimate for survey work. This could be handled under two budget cycles.  Mrs. Cotter feels Greenman-Pedersen has the adequate time to spend on getting the information for the grant. Their technical data would have the necessary information needed for the grant.  They also researched the methods more and their presentation was more along the line of what she is looking for.  Council Memberc thought the 270 hours that Greenman-Pedersen proposed seems excessive. The proposal is the maximum amount of hours they would need and we wouldn’t be charged for time not used.  You don’t know what this entails.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. City Hall Offices closed in observance of Labor Day – Sept. 1, 2014

2. Landfill closed on Labor Day

3. Democratic Primary – Sept. 9th, 12pm-9pm
A motion to adjourn was made by Council Member Iannotti and seconded by Council Member Queeney.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

City Clerk

