The Johnstown Common Council held their Business Meeting on December 15, 2014 at 7:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Michael B. Julius


: Mayor

Christopher Swatt

: Council Member-at-Large

Cynthia Lakata


: Council Member

Kathi Iannotti


: “                          “

Helen Martin


: “                          “

Edwin Queeney


: “                           “

Brett Preston


: City Attorney

Mark Gifford


: Police Chief

Christopher Vose


: City Engineer

Erica Wing


: Library Director

Michael Gifford


: City Treasurer

Cathy A. Van Alstyne

: City Clerk

ABSENT:

Michelle Jones, Senior Center Director

Bruce Heberer, Fire Chief

Frank Parker, City Assessor

Mayor Julius called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL – all council members present.

PUBLIC SPEAKERS – none

APPROVE MINUTES – minutes of the Committee Meeting on December 1, 2014 were approved with a motion from Council Member-at-Large Swatt and seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.
CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS – Council Member Iannotti made a motion to pay the bills for the general audit and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office.  Motion seconded by Council Member Martin. Motion carried.

Council Member Iannotti made a motion to pay the bills for the housing audit and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office.  Motion seconded by Council Member Martin.  Council Member Queeney abstained.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING – 2015 TENTATIVE BUDGET – Mayor Julius opened the public hearing at 7:04p.m., for the 2015 Tentative Budget.

LIAISON’S REPORTS 
POLICE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 601 calls in the month of November that included 21 arrests, 54 traffic tickets, 10 parking tickets and 29 traffic accidents.

FIRE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 73 calls that included 4 structure fires, 2 mutual aids, 5 motor vehicle accidents, 22 hazardous calls, 12 medical assists, 4 vehicle fires, 6 carbon monoxide calls and 18 calls for service.  The Code Office issued 25 building permits with a total cost of construction of $135,967.00 and $880 in permit fees.  The Code Office responded to 485 complaints and inspections.
Residents are reminded to get a building permit before beginning work.

DPW – Council Member Iannotti announced Joel Wilson will start work for the city on December 17th as Deputy Engineer.  After the Colonial Stroll and tree lighting last Friday the park was vandalized. The damage was believed to be minor, with some lights taken from the tree and sound system for the music was damaged. The department continues to work on snow and ice removal.  
WATER BOARD – Council Member Iannotti reported that C.T. Male made a presentation to the Board on the water line running from Gloversville to Johnstown. The report is 75% done. Water meter readers are still being installed with 101 in the south end and 152 in the north end still to be installed.  June 15th is the trial date for the watershed assessment.  The assessor’s assessment should be done by the end of January.  The Water Board is changing the time of their meetings from 7pm to 6pm.  Chris Swatt and Helen Martin were present at the board meeting and asked questions about the water budget and the 25 cent per 100 cubic feet increase on the water rates.  The board went into executive session for personnel reasons and came out and passed Resolution #18, appointing Nancy Paro as a part-time account clerk.  They went back into executive session, came out and did not pass Resolution #17 to appoint Cinda Spraker as the Clerk of the Water Board.  On Friday they held a special meeting and did appoint Cinda Spraker as Clerk of the Water Board.  Rick Ricciardi turned in his resignation effective 1/2/15 and John Pradelski put in his resignation effective 6/30/15.  
SENIOR CENTER – Council Member Martin reported the OFA Holiday Dinner will be held at the meal site on December 17th.  Gift certificates are available at the center for seniors on any of the programs offered at the center.  The 50+ Club will host a New Year’s Eve Day Party on Tuesday, December 31st at 12:30p.m.  
LIBRARY – Council Member Queeney reported the next foreign film will be shown on December 16th at 4pm and the next book discussion will take place on Friday, December 19th at 10:30am.  Both programs are free and open to all.  The library will be closed beginning at 1pm on Christmas Eve and reopening on Friday, December 26th.  They will close for New Years Holiday on December 31st at 1pm and reopen on Friday, January 2nd.  Even when the library is not open ebooks are available 24hrs per day with an internet connection.  
ASSESSOR – Council Member Queeney reported the enhanced STAR renewals have been mailed out.  Senior exemption renewals will be mailed by year end.  All exemptions must be filed with the Assessor on or before March 1, 2015.  
CRG – Council Member-at-Large Swatt reported the CRG will become a public organization in January.  They are also offering loans to companies that add a job to their business.  
SEWER BOARD – Council Member Swatt reported Board Members Handy and Thum attended their last meeting.  The sewer plant was awarded a $2 million dollar NYSERDA grant.

MAYORAL APPOINTMENT – Joel Wilson was appointed by the Mayor to the position of Deputy City Engineer effective December 17, 2014.

PUBLIC HEARING – Mayor Julius closed the public hearing at 7:09p.m. No one present wished to speak.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION No. 80, 2014 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Swatt to adopt the 2015 Budget.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 81, 2014 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to execute an Undertaking to be filed with the NYSDOT in connection with work affecting state highways.  Seconded by Council Member-at-Large Swatt.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 82, 2014 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Swatt appointing John Rizzo and Michael Viscosi to the Gloversville-Johnstown Joint Sewer Board.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.

Ayes: 4
Noes: 0

Abstain:  1 Martin

RESOLUTION No. 83, 2014 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to award the bid for millings to Stephen Savage.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 84, 2014 was presented by Council Member Lakata to authorize a supplemental agreement with the New York State Department of Transportation to allow the city to be reimbursed for the construction phase of the North Perry Street Bridge Replacement Project.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 85, 2014 was presented by Council Member Martin to execute and agreement with McCarthy Fingar, LLP for legal consulting services for revision of the City Charter.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.

Discussion:  Council Member-at-Large Swatt wondered if there was a not to exceed clause in the contract.  Attorney Preston said they will be retained on an as needed basis.   Mike Gifford said there is enough in the Treasurer’s Professional Services account and he estimates about 50 hours.  
Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 86, 2014 was presented by Council Member Queeney to authorize the properties located at 115 Hoosac St. and 8 Hoosac St. be offered for private sale.  Seconded by Council member Lakata.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 87, 2014 was presented by Council Member Martin to accept the bid from Patricia Isabella for property at 23 N. Perry St.  Seconded by Council Member-at-Large Swatt.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 88, 2014 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to enter an agreement with Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. for general on-call engineering services to the City Engineer’s Office.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 89, 2014 was presented by Council Member Queeney to enter into a lease agreement with JACC for four (4) years.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.
Discussion:  The resolution when first read was for a term of 1 year.  Council Member Lakata made a motion to correct the resolution to read 4 years.  Motion was seconded by Council Member-at-Large Swatt.  

Ayes:  5

Noes:  0

ANNOUNCEMENTS

City Hall closes at noon on Christmas Eve

Closed all day Christmas

Closed all day New Years

Council Member Lakata thanked Mayor Julius and new council members for the great job they did in their first year.  We are all pulling in the same direction.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

City Clerk 

