A Committee Meeting of the Johnstown Common Council was held on December 1, 2014 at 7:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Michael B. Julius


: Mayor

Christopher Swatt

: Council Member-at-Large

Cynthia Lakata


: Council Member

Kathi Iannotti


: “                      “

Helen Martin


: “                       “

Edwin Queeney


: “                         “

Mark Gifford


: Police Chief

Bruce Heberer


: Fire Chief

Erica Wing


: Library Director

Michael Gifford


: City Treasurer

Christopher Vose


: City Engineer

Brett Preston


: City Attorney

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

: City Clerk

ABSENT:

Frank Parker


: City Assessor

Michelle Jones


: Senior Center Director

Mayor Julius called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL – all council members present.

PUBLIC SPEAKERS – none

APPROVE MINUTES – Council Member Martin made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 17, 2014 Business Meeting, seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Motion carried.

CITY OFFICIAL’S REPORTS

LIBRARY – Director Erica Wing reported they have been doing general housekeeping at the library.  They are working on a new website design.

FIRE DEPT. – Chief Heberer reported the department spent most of the day fighting a fire at 102 Wells St.  He thanked the Police Dept. and DPW for their assistance with the fire until additional fire personnel could respond.  FAGE has a temporary certificate of occupancy and is up and running.  Taco Bell is open.  The department is assisting the DPW in putting up the lights in the park.
POLICE DEPT. – Chief Gifford announced the parking ban began December 1st.  Vehicles need to be off the streets between midnight and 6am.  The city has spaces in several city lots for residents to park.  They need to get permits from the Clerk’s Office.

Council Member-at-Large Swatt asked if the city ever considered alternate parking.  Council Member Lakata said there is no need to leave cars on the streets with spaces available in city lots.  It is more dangerous to leave cars in the streets to be plowed around, leaving mounds of snow in the road.  Council Member Martin agreed adding that some streets are very narrow.  Chief Gifford said they allow residents to park on their sidewalks to get off the street as long as they move their vehicles by 7am.

Mayor Julius introduced Chris Vose, City Engineer, to the council.

SENIOR CENTER – Council Member Martin reported the center will have a Christmas Luncheon on December 4th at 12:30pm.  The Christmas tree will be lit.  A new class will begin on December 2nd at 9:30am. The class is chair dancing and will be held every Tuesday and Thursday.  The Fulton County Holiday Dinner at the meal site will be held on December 17th.
CITY TREASURER – Mike Gifford reported he has completed the 2015 Tentative Budget and if there are any questions to let him know.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION No. 76, 2014 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Swatt to advertise for a public hearing for the 2015 Tentative Budget.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.
Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 77, 2014 was presented by Council Member Lakata to rescind Resolution No. 72, 2014 due to an incorrect start date for the new city engineer.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 78, 2014 was presented by Council Member Lakata to appoint Christopher Vose, City Engineer, for the period December 1, 2014 to December 31, 2017.  Seconded by Council Member-at-Large Swatt.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Colonial Stroll – Main St. – December 5, 2014 from 6-8pm

City Hall Offices will close at noon on December 24th and all day Christmas Day
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Council Member Iannotti made a motion to enter into executive session at 7:11p.m., to discuss sale and lease of real property.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Lakata.  Motion carried.

A motion made by Council Member Lakata at 7:29p.m., was made to come out of executive session.  Seconded by Council Member-at-Large Swatt.  Motion carried.

RESOLUTION No. 79, 2014 was presented by Council Member Martin to authorize the execution of a Bargain and Sale Deed for the sale of City owned property adjacent to property of the Estate of David Ackerbauer to the Estate of David Ackerbauer.  Seconded by Council Member-at-Large Swatt.
Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

A motion to adjourn was made at 7:31p.m., by Council Member Iannotti and seconded by Council Member-at-Large Swatt.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

City Clerk

