A Business Meeting of the Johnstown Common Council was held on July 21, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, City Hall.

PRESENT:
Michael B. Julius                     :Mayor
Christopher Swatt                    :Council Member-at-Large
Kathi Iannotti                           :Council Member
Cynthia Lakata                         :Council Member
Helen Martin                             :Council Member
Edwin Queeney                        :Council Member
Bruce Heberer                           :Fire Chief
Mark Gifford                            :Police Chief
Erica Wing                                :Library Director
Michael Gifford                        :City Treasurer
Chandra Cotter                         :City Engineer
Mary Jo Smith                          :Deputy City Clerk

ABSENT:
Cathy A. VanAlstyne                :City Clerk
Michelle Jones                           :Senior Center Director
Frank Parker                              :City Assessor
Brett Preston                              :City Attorney

Mayor Julius called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL - All council members present.

APPROVE MINUTES – the minutes from the June 16, 2014 Business Meeting were approved with a motion from Council Member Martin and seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS –
1. General Audit- Council Member Iannotti made a motion to approve, and it was seconded by Council Member-at-Large Swatt.  Motion carried. 
2. Housing Audit- Council Member Iannotti motioned to approve, and Council Member Martin seconded the motion. Council Member Queeney abstained. Motion carried.

LIASON’S REPORTS

POLICE DEPARTMENT  - Council Member Lakata reported that, for the month of July, there were 694 total calls for service, 37 arrests, and 14 parking plus 78 traffic tickets.  There were also 14 traffic accidents investigated.

FIRE DEPARTMENT – Council Member Lakata reported that the in-service training on Basic Firefighting Operations was completed in June and the training for the use and applications of the NYS Fuel Gas Code was conducted by the Codes Division.  Also in June, the Department responded to 69 calls for service ( 4 structure fires, 2 mutual aid fires in Gloversville, 6 motor vehicle accidents, 18 hazardous condition calls, 8 medical assistance, 6 carbon monoxide alarm calls, 1 elevator rescue and 24 service calls).  The Code Enforcement Office issued 82 permits with an estimated cost of $579, 461, and fees of $2,474.25 were collected.  Also, there were 885 inspection/complaint responses.  Council Member Lakata reminded everyone to get permits before beginning work. She also reported that the Outside Burn Ban had been lifted, but reminded everyone to obtain or renew fire pit permits before starting a fire.

WATER BOARD – Council Member Iannotti reported for the Water Department. There are 255 city properties that have not been changed over to remote readers. 87 are in the south end and 168 in the north end of the city.  If they don’t respond to a letter concerning this matter, their water will be shut off.  These residents are encouraged to make an appointment with Anjo at 620-2272.

After the report was given, Council Member Lakata said she had heard that some of the meters can’t be replaced. Council Member-at-Large Swatt expressed his concern that absentee landlords may not be receiving the notices. 

DPW – Council Member Iannotti reported that the Chief Code Enforcement Officer and the City Engineer have met with all the applicants, who were awarded a New York Main Street Grant, to produce a written scope of work for each specific project.  These scopes of work will be used to complete site specific environmental reviews which are similar to SEQR reviews.  They will then be submitted to the Office of Community Renewal for review and approval. At the Karg site, all the work has been completed as outlined in the approved Interim Remedial Measures work plan. It was also reported that the City is currently working with a consultant to complete the Record of Decision remedial requirements for all necessary surveys and environmental easements.  The Engineer’s office and DPW crews continue with the daily operation and maintenance of city owned utilities, buildings and property.  The Department of Public Works is very busy tending to street, storm and sanitary projects throughout the city.
            
SENIOR CENTER – Council Member Martin reported that she had no report from the Senior Center.

ASSESSOR -   Council Member Queeney announced that the data/information collection is continuing for the revaluation project. GAR Associates are currently working in the Second and Third Wards and a portion of Ward One. Everyone was reminded not to hesitate to contact the Assessor for questions.

LIBRARY – Council Member Queeney announced that the Library’s Summer Reading Program is still open for registration and will run until August 8. Children may register  at the library or through the library’s website.  Most of the science-themed workshops are filled to capacity, but the 2:00 PM weekly Friday movies and Tuesday morning story times are open and require no preregistration.  The next NYSCA book discussion will take place on August 15 at 10:30 AM.  Roz Melita will facilitate a discussion of the novel, SERENA. Copies of the book may be checked out at the library

GLOVERSVILLE-JOHNSTOWN JOINT SEWER BOARD- Council Member-at-Large Swatt reported that Chad Kortz from C.T. Male Associates gave a presentation on the Trunk Sewer Rehabilitation Project where phase one is 100% complete. This includes the rebuilding of two existing manholes, construction of an access road between manholes No. 36 and 37, as well as, lining of the ductile iron pipe beneath the Cayadutta Creek. Also, 100% complete is phase two. This includes the replacement of 800 feet of 27 inch vitrified clay pipe and three manhole replacements. Phase three is in the design phase.  Council Member-at-Large Swatt also reported that Victor Acquilla, Maintenance Mechanic, is retiring September 15 after 35 years of service.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION No. 39, 2014 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Swatt to establish  standard work days for elected and appointed officials, and to establish that the City will report those days worked to the New York State and Local Employees’ Retirement System based on the record of activities maintained and submitted by the officials to the clerk of this body. Seconded by Council Member Martin.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 40, 2014 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Swatt to authorize and direct the Mayor to execute a contract with Joseph E. Mastrianni, Inc. for the administration of the Housing Choice Voucher Program and Family Self-Sufficiency Program, for the period from July 1, 2014 through July 1, 2017. Seconded by Council Member Martin. Council Member Queeney abstained from voting.
Ayes: 4
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 41, 2014 was presented by Council Member Martin to endorse the coverage, under the City’s liability insurance policy for 2014, for the Motorcycle Show ( August14; rain date: August 21), the Harvest Festival/Halloween Parade ( October 25), and the Colonial Stroll ( December 5). Seconded by Council Member Lakata.
Ayes: 5 
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 42, 2014 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to authorize and direct the Mayor to execute an agreement with  Adirondack Basement Systems to install a Geo Lock Wall Anchoring System to stabilize the retaining wall at the Larabee Reservoir for $8,940.00 with Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. providing professional services to oversee the scope of work for a fee of $5,000.  Seconded by Council Member-at Large Swatt.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 43, 2014 was presented by Council Member Lakata authorizing and directing the Mayor to execute any and all documents necessary in order to submit an application for the Johnstown Police Department to obtain funds from the NYS Division for Homeland Security and Emergency Services Office of Counter Terrorism for funding under the FY2014 Tactical Team Targeted Grant Program. These grant funds are to safeguard local tactical teams with adequate skills and capabilities to provide safe and successful response to high-risk incidents including active shooter events and other counterterrorism missions. Seconded by Council Member Martin.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 44, 2014 was presented by Council Member Queeney authorizing the the City to reject the offer by Greg and Kim LaMere for $100.00 to purchase vacant city-owned property located at 308 ½ S. Market Street and, pursuant to the Johnstown City Charter, offering this property for private sale in the future.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.  Council Member-at-Large questioned what would be done with the property now. Engineer Cotter explained that it will be available for sale again. Treasurer Gifford said a new list of foreclosures will be produced by the City and the 308 ½ S. Market St. will be added to the list.   
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 45, 2014 was presented by Council Member Queeney to authorize the City accept a $3,000 offer from Henry Torres to purchase the property at 311 W. State Street (SBL#162.19-7-19.5) to be paid within thirty days from July 21, 2014, and further, to authorize the Mayor to execute any and all documents necessary to transfer said property to Henry Torres.  Seconded by Council-Member-at-Large Swatt.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 46, 2014 was presented by Council Member Iannotti that the Water Board accepts the bid of Prentiss& Carlisle Management Co., Inc. in the amount of $26,952.50 and that the President of the Water Board is authorized to execute an Agreement, a copy of which is annexed hereto as Schedule ‘A’, with Prentiss & Carlisle Management Co., Inc. for the timbering of trees on the Cork Center Reservoir site, agreement commencing on June 23, 2014 and terminating at noon March 30, 2016; and further that the mayor be authorized and directed to execute a contract with Prentiss & Carlisle Management Co., Inc. for the timbering of trees on the Cork Center Reservoir site. Seconded by Council Member Lakata.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 47, 2014 was presented by Councilman-at-Large Swatt that the Common Council authorize the Mayor to execute an Intermunicipal Agreement, a copy of which is annexed hereto as Schedule “A”, with the City of Gloversville for the City of Johnstown Police Department and the City of Gloversville Police Department for the establishment of a joint Special Weapons and Tactics Team (SWAT Team).  Seconded  by Council Member Queeney.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

DISCUSSION

Council Member-at-Large Swatt announced that he thought the letter, which all the council members received, from Fulton Montgomery Regional Roundtable showed a great way to get cooperation and he encouraged everyone to adhere to it.  

Council Member-at-Large Swatt also reported that representatives for Smart Waters were in touch with him and the Mayor. They want to come by at some point to discuss the issue but want to sharpen their presentation.

Council Member Iannotti asked if Greenman-Pedersen would like to talk. Engineer Cotter said that their representatives were there because they were under the impression the resolution for the Hydraulic/Hydrologic Study involving their firm was going to be passed at this meeting. Mayor Julius said the Hydraulic/Hydrologic Study resolution was pulled because the Council members felt they needed to have some questions answered  by the low bidder and Greenman-Pedersen. He went on to state that he, personally, and other members on the Council felt it is an economic issue. Mayor Julius said that there is no grant at this time for a study, and he would like to have questions answered by both Greenman-Pedersen and B and L at a later time.  Council Member Martin said she would like to hear presentations from all the bidders. Speaking to the representatives from Greenman-Pedersen, Mayor Julius said he would like to invite them to come back and be given an hour to present their proposal and do likewise with B and L.

The Mayor announced that last Friday he and Dr. Swanger spoke to people at the Marcy Nanocenter at SUNY IT about bringing high tech industry into our area that would be in the supply chain of GLOBAL FOUNDRIES and Utica’s nanotechnology park. Mayor Julius said he was given the impression by Delores Caruso from the NYS Dept. of Labor and Mohawk Valley Edge’s Steve DiMeo  that companies have made inquiries about wanting to service both Utica’s nanotechnology and Malta’s GLOBAL FOUNDRIES. Council Member-at-Large Swatt added that Johnstown is perfectly positioned for these companies when you look at where Saratoga, Utica, and Albany are in relation to the Johnstown.

Council Member Lakata asked Chandra Cotter if she wanted to discuss the situation with the bridges. Engineer Cotter indicated that the hydraulic/hydrologic study would help with making decisions for all the bridge improvements, too.  The Mayor asked if there could be a list of the ones that need to be dealt with first. Council Member-at-Large Swatt mentioned that if we have poor infrastructure, these companies that have been discussed won’t want to move here. The Mayor said there are a lot of issues to resolve.  Council Member-at-Large said the issues need to be tackled. Council Member Martin added that the economics also need to be considered because there are only so many dollars, and suggested the City apply for more grants. Council Member Lakata explained that many of the bridges we have are actually not wide enough to qualify as a bridge, but rather culverts and grants are not earmarked for these. Engineer Cotter stated that having a study done would help greatly to make a plan for dealing with the City’s waterways. She asked if the companies could be placed on the agenda for the next meeting in August. The Mayor indicated it would be a good idea.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 
The Mayor announced that there will be a Fulton County Rabies Clinic on July 23 from 6-8 PM. The Annual Block Party will be on August 1. The Johnstown Citizens Band will play at the Johnstown High School on August 1, and the Motorcycle Show will be on Main St. August 14.

At 8:10 PM Council Member-at-Large Swatt moved to adjourn the meeting. Council Member Iannotti seconded. Motion carried.


Respectfully submitted,


Mary Jo Smith
Deputy City Clerk


