The Johnstown Common Council held their Business Meeting on November 17, 2014 at 7:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Michael B. Julius


: Mayor

Christopher Swatt

: Council Member-at-Large

Cynthia Lakata


: Council Member

Kathi Iannotti


: “                          “

Helen Martin


: “                           “

Edwin Queeney


: “                            “

Thomas Oare


: Police Sergeant

Bruce Heberer


: Fire Chief

Erica Wing


: Library Director

Michael Gifford


: City Treasurer

Brett Preston


: City Attorney

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

: City Clerk

ABSENT:  Frank Parker, City Assessor; Michelle Jones, Senior Center Director; Mark Gifford, Police Chief.

Mayor Julius called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL – all council members present.

PUBLIC SPEAKERS – none

APPROVE MINUTES – a motion was made by Council Member-at-Large Swatt to approve the minutes of the November 3, 2014 Committee Meeting.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.
CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS

Regular Audit – Council Member Iannotti made a motion to pay the bills and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.  Motion carried.

Housing Audit – Council Member Iannotti made a motion to pay the housing audit bills and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.  Council Member Queeney abstained.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING – 2015 PHA PLAN
James Mastrianni from Joseph E. Mastrianni, Inc. was present to explain the Section 8 Housing Choice Program and the Self Sufficiency Program.  Their organization was founded in 1976.  The programs are sponsored by the federal government and serve the elderly, disabled and low income.  No one else was present to speak.  Mayor Julius closed the public hearing at 7:15p.m.
LIAISON’S REPORTS

POLICE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 709 calls for service resulting in 17 arrests, 52 traffic tickets issued, 4 parking tickets and 29 accidents investigated.  The parking ban will go into effect on December 1st.  All vehicles must be off the streets between midnight and 6am.  Parking permits are available in the City Clerk’s Office for certain city lots.
FIRE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 65 calls that included 4 structure fires, 6 motor vehicle accidents, 25 hazardous conditions, 8 medical assists, 2 vehicle fires, 2 carbon monoxide calls and 18 calls for service.  The Code Office issued 48 building permits with an estimated cost of construction at $164,414.60 and $1,652.50 in permit fees.  Inspections and complaints totaled 684.

WATER BOARD – Council Member Iannotti reported the board has submitted their 2015 Budget as well as their 6 Year Plan.  There will be an increase in the water rate of 25 cents per 100 cubic feet.  The Larrabee wall is complete.  Anjo Construction did not install 250 water meters so the department will pay them for those meters but not the installation cost.  The installation will be done by water department personnel.  Council Member Queeney asked who decided on the new water rate.  Council Member Iannotti said it was decided by the Water Board.  Council Member Martin wanted to know what they used to determine the new rate.  Mayor Julius said we need a pricing model.  Council Member Lakata said the Water Board has the authority to raise the water rate without the authority of the Council.  Perhaps this could be looked at.  Council Member Queeney said the citizens of Johnstown may want to know why this increase.  The next Water Board meeting is December 8th at 7pm and city residents should attend that meeting and ask questions.  Council Member Queeney said we should have a representative from the Water Board attend our meetings.
SENIOR CENTER – Council Member Martin reported the next Defensive Driving Course will be held on December 3rd from 9am-4pm.  The Holiday Dinner will be held at the center on November 19th.  Reservations can be made through OFA or by calling the center.  A Holiday Craft Day and Lunch will take place the same day for a cost of $6.  A Toys for Tots box will be located in the lobby for donations.  Also, a food pantry box will be in the lobby during the month of December.  Donations are urgently needed.  No glass please.  
LIBRARY – Council Member Queeney reported the library will show a foreign film on November 18th at 4pm.  The next book discussion is scheduled for November 21st.  

ASSESSOR – Council Member Queeney reported GAR Associates has completed data collection.  The renewals for the Enhanced STAR have been mailed.  They must be returned by March 1, 2015.  
CRG – Council Member-at-Large Swatt reported, Ron Peters, new CRG President is making things happen.  He will be traveling, along with Mayor Julius, to Albany for a meeting about high tech industry coming to Johnstown.  

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION No. 69, 2014 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Swatt to adopt the PHA Plan for 2015.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.

Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Abstain:  1 Queeney

RESOLUTION No. 70, 2014 was presented by Council Member Queeney to set the 2015 Organizational Meeting for January 5, 2015 at 7:00p.m.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.
Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 71, 2014 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to advertise for bids for asphalt concrete millings.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 72, 2014 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to appoint Christopher Vose to the position of City Engineer for the period from November 17, 2014 to December 31, 2017.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 73, 2014 was presented by Council Member Martin to adopt Continuing Disclosure Controls & Procedures.  Seconded by Council Member-at-Large Swatt.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 74, 2014 was presented by Council Member Lakata to authorize the submission of Questionnaires for previously issued bonds, bond anticipation notes and/or other debt obligations.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.
Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 75, 2014 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Swatt to amend the 2014 salary summary in account A1440.100, Engineer Personal Service.  Seconded by Council Member Queeney.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Holiday Parade – November 21st at 7pm

Colonial Stroll – December 5th from 6-8pm

Thanksgiving – City Hall closed November 27th and 28th
EXECUTIVE SESSION
At 7:38p.m., Council Member Iannotti made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss sale and/or lease of real property.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried. 

At 8:21p.m., Council Member Lakata made a motion to come out of executive session seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

A motion to adjourn was made at 8:22p.m., by Council Member Lakata and seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

City Clerk

