The Johnstown Common Council held a Committee Meeting on November 3, 2014 at 7:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Michael B. Julius


: Mayor

Christopher Swatt

: Council Member-at-Large

Cynthia Lakata


: Council Member

Kathi Iannotti


: “                         “

Helen Martin


: “                         “

Edwin Queeney


: “                         “

Mark Gifford


: Police Chief

Bruce Heberer


: Fire Chief

Michael Gifford


: City Treasurer

Chandra Cotter


: City Engineer

Erica Wing


: Library Director

Brett Preston


: City Attorney

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

: City Clerk

ABSENT:

Frank Parker


: City Assessor

Michelle Jones


: Senior Center Director

Mayor Julius called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL – all council members present.

PUBLIC SPEAKERS – none

APPROVE MINUTES – minutes of the October 20, 2014 Business Meeting were approved with a motion from Council Member-at-Large Swatt and seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING – Mayor Julius opened the public hearing at 7:03p.m., so that anyone wishing to comment on the proposed Local Law #1, 2014 to amend residency qualifications of designated appointed city officers could do so.

CITY OFFICIAL’S REPORTS

LIBRARY – Director Erica Wing reported the library will have a program on Elder Law on November 16th at 1:30p.m.  Students from Albany Law School will provide a presentation and answer questions.  The next book discussion will take place at the library on November 21st.  The library will be closed on Veterans’ Day, November 11th.
FIRE DEPT. – Chief Heberer reported the Code Office will no longer accept building permit applications by mail.  Applicants must apply in person.  Taco Bell will be opening soon.  Ward sweeps continue.  The new generator for the department has arrived and is being installed.  Council Member-at-Large Swatt asked about blight and if they have been issuing more tickets than usually.  Chief Heberer said he hasn’t had to issue many tickets.  They try to take care of it by contacting the owners to give them every opportunity to clean up.  When a ticket is issued for court it usually results in a fine.  That doesn’t take care of the clean up problem. 
DPW – City Engineer Cotter reported leaf pick up has begun.  The drop off site remains open.  Most of the sidewalks, related to this years paving, are in.  Paving should begin next week.  Monitoring of the closed Johnstown Landfill continues.  She is closing out projects she has been working on in preparation for her leaving.  She has resigned her position to take a job in the private sector.  

POLICE DEPT. – Chief Gifford reported the city has received a $100,000 grant from NYS Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services for the Glove Cites Emergency Response Team.  It is the same grant that the City of Gloversville was awarded last year.  We have until August 2016 to use it all.  This covers training, equipment and backfill.  The team consists of six officers from Johnstown and nine from Gloversville.
ASSESSOR – Council Member Queeney reported GAR has completed data collection and post cards have been mailed to home owners.  The deadline for verification and corrections is November 7th.  

CITY TREASURER – Treasurer Gifford reported he is working on 2015 budget.  

PUBLIC HEARING – since no one was present that wished to be heard, the Mayor closed the hearing at 7:12p.m.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION No. 67, 2014 was presented by Council Member Lakata to adopt Local Law #1, 2014, being a local Law to amend Article 7, Section C-7.2(1) of the Johnstown City Charter pertaining to residency qualifications of designated appointed city officers.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.
Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 68, 2014 – Lease agreement with Johnstown Area Community Center.  Council Member Martin motioned to table the resolution.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Lakata.  Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Election Day – November 4, 2014 6am-9pm

Rabies Clinic – November 5, 2014 – 6pm-8pm

City Hall Offices closed on Veterans’ Day – November 11th
Veterans’ Day Program in the park – November 11th at 11am

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Council Member Iannotti made a motion to enter into executive session for discussing lease and sale of real property.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Lakata.  Motion carried.
A motion was made at 8:08p.m., to come out of executive session by Council Member Lakata and seconded by Council Member Iannotti.

DISCUSSION

A request from Joseph Lodestro for city water was discussed.  It was decided by the council to deny Mr. Lodestro’s request.

A motion to adjourn at 8:15p.m., was made by Council Member-at-Large Swatt and seconded by Council Member Queeney.  Motion carried.  
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

City Clerk           
