The Johnstown Common Council held their Business Meeting on October 20, 2014 at 7:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Michael B. Julius



: Mayor

Christopher Swatt


: Council Member-at-Large

Cynthia Lakata



: Council Member

Kathi Iannotti



: “                            “

Helen Martin



: “                             “

Edwin Queeney



: “                               “

Mark Gifford



: Police Chief

Brett Preston



: City Attorney

Bruce Heberer



: Fire Chief

Chandra Cotter



: City Engineer

Erica Wing



: Library Director

Michael Gifford



: City Treasurer

Cathy A. VanAlstyne


: City Clerk

ABSENT:

Michelle Jones



: Senior Center Director

Frank Parker



: City Assessor

Mayor Julius called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL – all council members present.

PUBLIC SPEAKERS – none

APPROVE MINUTES – the minutes of the October 6, 2014 Committee Meeting were approved with a motion from Council Member-at-Large Swatt and seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS

1. General Audit – Council Member Iannotti made a motion to pay the bills and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.  Motion carried.

2. Housing Audit – Council Member Iannotti made a motion to pay the bills and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office.  Council Member Queeney abstained. Motion carried.

LIAISON’S REPORTS

POLICE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 654 calls resulting in 29 arrests, 18 parking tickets, 45 traffic tickets, and 19 accidents investigated.  

FIRE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 78 calls that included 6 structure fires, 8 motor vehicle accidents, 26 hazardous calls, 10 medical assists, 6 carbon monoxide calls and 20 calls for service.  The Code Office issued 64 permits with an estimated cost of construction of $408,484.00 and $2,733 in permit fees collected.  Complaints and inspections totaled 824.

DPW – Council Member Iannotti reported the brush drop off site remains open with leaf and lawn debris curb side pick up to begin the end of this month. The city’s consultant, ARCADIS, is currently doing water sampling at the closed Johnstown Landfill.  The 2014 Street Resurfacing Project has begun.  The Hydraulic & Hydrologic Study has been completed.  
WATER DEPT. – the board is working on the 2015 Budget.  

SENIOR CENTER – Council Member Martin reported the 50+ Club will hold an Election Day Bake Sale.  The Kiwanis Club will be doing blood analysis at the center on November 8th.  The Club will hold their pancake breakfast on November 9th from 8-11am for a cost of $5.  The AARP Driving Course will be held on November 12th from 9am-4pm.
LIBRARY – Council Member Queeney reported Johnstown native Joshua Mehigan will be present for a poetry reading on November 2nd. Also, Sara Orleanski will be displaying her art work at the library and will be present from 1-2pm that day.  Albany Law School’s Pro-bono Project will provide a free legal presentation to provide senior citizens and family members with information, on November 16th at 1:30p.m.  The next book discussion will be held on November 21st at 10:30a.m.
ASSESSOR – the Enhanced STAR renewal forms have been mailed out to seniors.  They are due March 1, 2015.

SEWER BOARD – Council Member-at-Large Swatt reported the 3rd phase of the sewer line project at the end of N. Perry St. at Maplewood, has been completed.  Long time sewer plant employee Malcolm Davis, who had retired eight years ago, has passed away.  
RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION No. 58, 2014 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Swatt to erect a stop sign at the northwest corner of Pine Avenue and the future Pine Avenue Ext.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.
Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 59, 2014 was presented by Council Member Lakata to erect a stop sign at the northeast corner of Arch Street and E. Montgomery Street.  Seconded by Council Member-at-Large Swatt.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 60, 2014 was presented by Council Member Martin to advertise for a public hearing to adopt Local Law #1 to amend the City Charter concerning residency requirements of City Clerk, Deputy City Clerk, City Attorney, City Assessor, City Engineer, and Deputy City Engineer.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.

Discussion:  Council Member Martin read the resolution as written but wished to amend to not include mention of the Assistant City Court Judge.  It was decided by the Council at add the word “However” before Assistant City Court Judge.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 61, 2014 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to amend Chapter 18-119 of the Code of Ordinances.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.
Discussion: This only has to do with upping the amount penalty for not mowing grass.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 62, 2014 was presented by Council Member Queeney to amend Chapter 18-504 of the Code of Ordinances increasing the penalty for not clearing snow and ice from sidewalks.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 63, 2014 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Swatt to advertise certain city owned properties for bid.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 64, 2014 was presented by Council Member Martin to adopt the Section 504 Accessibility Plan & Grievance Procedures.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.
Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 65, 2014 was presented by Council Member Lakata to execute an agreement for the review of the city charter with Research Foundation for the State University of New York.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 66, 2014 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to authorize a refund to HSBC for taxes paid in error.  Seconded by Council Member-at-Large Swatt.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Antique Show sponsored by the Johnstown Historical Society – October 18th – 9am-5pm

Harvest Festival – October 25th – 12-3pm

Trick-or-Treat – October 31st – 6-8pm

Council Member Martin made a motion to enter into executive session at 7:30p.m., to discuss the sale and/or lease of real property.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Motion carried.

Council Member Lakata made a motion to come out of executive session and adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

City Clerk

