A Committee Meeting of the Johnstown Common Council was held on October 6, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, City Hall.

PRESENT:
Michael B. Julius                   :Mayor
Christopher Swatt                 :Council Member-at-Large
Cynthia Lakata                      :Council Member
Kathi Iannotti                        :Council Member
Helen Martin                         :Council Member
Edwin Queeney                    :Council Member
Brett Preston                         :City Attorney
Bruce Heberer                       :Fire Chief
Mark Gifford                        :Police Chief
Erica Wing                            :Library Director
Michael Gifford                    :City Treasurer
Chandra Cotter                     :City Engineer
Mary Jo Smith                       :Deputy Clerk

ABSENT:
Cathy A. VanAlstyne             :City Clerk
Michelle Jones                        :Senior Center Director
Frank Parker                           :Assessor

Mayor Julius called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL- All Council members present.

PUBLIC SPEAKERS- Mayor Julius asked if there were any people who wished to speak. No one did.

APPROVE MINUTES- The minutes of the September 15, 2014 Business Meeting were approved with a motion from Council Member Martin and seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chris Swatt. Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING- Mayor Julius asked if anyone wished to speak about the amendments concerning the mowing penalty (Section18-120) or snow removal penalty
(Section 18-504).  No one spoke.

CITY OFFICIALS’ REPORTS

LIBRARY- Library Director Wing reported that the Library is sponsoring a Strings Concert called Serenading Strings on October 16 at the Johnstown High School. It is free and open to the public and is composed of local musicians. The program is funded in part by Saratoga Council of the Arts through its Fulton Montgomery Arts Grants Program.  The next book discussion is at 10:30 on October 23 discussing SISTERLAND, by   Curtis Sittenfeld.  On October 19 at 2:00 there will be an illustrated lecture on Alice Roosevelt Longworth.  The public was also reminded that the Library will be closed on Monday, October 13, 2014.

DPW-Engineer Cotter announced that the DPW will be collecting leaves at the end of the month so City residents are encouraged to take yard waste to the drop off site before that time. The street resurfacing project is scheduled to begin October 13. There will be “No Parking” signs set up around that date, and if there are any questions residents may contact the Engineer’s office. She reported that the Hydraulic/Hydrologic Study contract was just completed. There will me a meeting this week to talk about scheduling and the final scope of work. She will have a report at the next meeting. She further noted that the snow removal equipment is ready to go and maintenance of all equipment is ongoing. She next updated the Council on the old city landfill. The City had contracted with Arcadis to do some of the sediment sampling. She reported that, based on the samples, the EPA’s study of iron and manganese in the water show there are no ecological concerns. They issued an addendum to our five year review. She noted this is our third 5 Year Review and is basically closed out, and there isn’t much we can do on that until our next five year review which is in December 2016.  The City will still have a contract with Arcadis to monitor the Five Year Reports until E.P.A doesn’t require them anymore. Council Member-at-Large Swatt asked how long this will go on. Cotter stated that she hasn’t been able to get them to commit to anything. Council Member Lakata said last year the City was released from one kind of testing. The Engineer agreed, and stated we were released by half from the number of well samples required.  

FIRE DEPT- Chief Heberer reported that the Department has completed all the maintenance in house. He said they are busy in Code enforcement, and check on Fage every day. He reported that work on Taco Bell is moving very quickly, and they hope to be done by the end of the month. The Chief commented that he is not sure if it will be possible, however. He said his department will be out on more streets and encouraged residents to get rid of their trash before winter.  He wants all residents with outstanding work permits to inform his office of when they will be completed so the paper work can be finished for this year.

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE- Council Member Queeney delivered the report for the Assessor. He reported that GAR should have the data collection completed in the next two weeks. They are in Ward 1 and 2 now.

SEWER BOARD- Council Member-at-Large Swatt reported that when a new generator was being installed at the Treatment plant, a belt snapped. It is unclear if it can be rebuilt or if a new one is needed. Engineer Cotter also added that the relining of the trunk sewer at the Fairgrounds Park has begun today, and she wanted to warn residents that there will be only one lane open on N. Perry St. There will be a detour, and she is asking drivers to adhere to driving in one lane and follow the signs. Also, the contractor will be placing more signage in the area.

POLICE DEPT.- Chief Gifford reminded everyone that the all night parking ban on city streets will begin December 1 and continue through April 1 seven days a week from midnight to 6:00 a.m., so the streets can be plowed. For any one who does not have access to off street parking,  overnight parking permits for several available parking lots is available and are issued in the City Clerk’s office.

TREASURER’S OFFICE- Treasurer Gifford said his office is still dealing with the 2013 audit. Usually it should be done by September 30, but this year there was an extra report mandated by the State concerning New York State’s Department of Transportation funding. There was also a lot of grant compliance work to be done this past month. There were two $750,000 grants relative to the waste water and yogurt plants. The first grant was monitored by the New York State Office of Community Renewal and we are preparing a response letter. The second grant has some labor type reports, which we are submitting.   The grant for the houses on N. Perry Street required a certificate based on assessors’ data. The mayor signed a certificate documenting ownership. The annual tax conversion was done with individual balances of city, county, and school taxes rolled into a single balance.  It is somewhat tricky doing it with our computer system.  The balance is higher than prior years at around $400,000, which is indicative of slower tax collection.  We will be doing a new foreclosure list shortly now that we have completed the one about a month ago. A list will be sent to attorney’s office. Also, related to the budget tax freeze, Gifford said he would make copies of New York State materials and send them around to the Council members. He stated that it is incredible the amount of work we have to do that will document the tax freeze compliance related to the tax levy roll. He said, if he is understanding the material correctly, the levy can only grow 1.56 % this year. Council Member Lakata asked if it is related to the formula we used in the past. Gifford replied that it is actually related to a property tax rebate. He said this year we need to comply with the tax freeze or people would not get their rebates from New York State.  It used to be you could use more in terms of tax levies via a local law that could override the tax cap, but he doesn’t think that is an option any more. Council Member Martin said it sounds like it makes it more difficult for small municipalities. The Treasurer responded that essentially our revenue side is frozen. Property taxes, sales tax and State aid are set. Property tax is obviously based on this tax freeze.  Sales tax only goes up if there’s more activity. Gifford went on to say that you can not get a rate increase from Albany these days. He said he wasn’t suggesting we should, but it’s a fact that you can’t even if you wanted to do so. Our State aid is dictated by the New York State budget.  He said we have to forget about the revenue increases and work on the expenditures side of the budget and the application of fund balance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor announced that the Harvest Festival will be October 25 from noon to 3, and Trick-or-Treating will be 6 to 8 on October 31.  Council Member Martin added that the Johnstown Historical Society’s Antique Show and Sale will be October 18 from 9 to 5 at the Senior Center and J.A.C.C.

ADJOURN- At 7:15, Council Member Iannotti moved to go to Executive session to discuss contracts. Council Member Lakata seconded the motion. Motion carried. Council Member Iannotti made a motion to adjourn Executive session at 8:30, and Council Member Lakata seconded it. Motion carried

Respectfully submitted,

MaryJo Smith
Deputy City Clerk
                     


