A Business Meeting of the Johnstown Common Council was held on September 15, 2014 at 7:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Michael B. Julius



: Mayor

Christopher Swatt


: Council Member-at-Large

Cynthia Lakata



: Council Member

Kathi Iannotti



: “                       “

Helen Martin



: “                       “

Edwin Queeney



: “                       “

Bruce Heberer



: Fire Chief

Brett Preston



: City Attorney

Mark Gifford



: Police Chief

Chandra Cotter



: City Engineer

Erica Wing



: Library Director

Michael Gifford



: City Treasurer

Cathy A. VanAlstyne


: City Clerk
ABSENT:

Michelle Jones



: Senior Center Director

Frank Parker



: City Assessor

Mayor Julius called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL – all council members present.

PUBLIC SPEAKERS 

Conrad Stergas – wanted to know if the council had any questions on the letters he left for them in their mailboxes. Council members had none.

Joe LoDestro, 200 Baronial Heights, Town of Johnstown, is requesting to connect into City water. Mayor Julius said he would discuss with council members and get back to him. Mr. Ramani, who lives in the same area, has requested water connection in the past and is still interested. Mayor Julius asked Mr. LoDestro to put his request in writing. Council Member Lakata said the last council and mayor felt they would hold off on allowing outside users to tap into city water. These services are available to city residents who pay city taxes. The Town tax rate is very low compared to city rate.  

APPROVE MINUTES – the minutes of the September 2, 2014 Committee Meeting were approved with a motion from Council Member Martin and seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS

1. General Audit – Council Member Iannotti made a motion to pay the bills and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

2. Housing Audit – Council Member Iannotti made a motion to pay the bills and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office.  Motion was seconded by Council Member-at-Large Swatt.  Motion carried. Council Member Queeney abstained.

LIAISON’S REPORTS

FIRE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 64 calls that included 4 structure fires, 1 mutual aid fire, 1 helicopter landing zone stand by, 4 motor vehicle accidents, 18 hazardous condition calls, 6 medical assistance, 4 carbon monoxide calls, 2 pump outs and 24 calls for service. The Code Office issued 52 building permits with an estimated construction cost of $907,636.00 and $2,422 in fees collected.  Inspections and complaints totaled 745.

POLICE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 772 calls resulting in 33 arrests, 42 traffic tickets and 7 parking tickets issued.  22 motor vehicle accidents were investigated.  
DPW – Council Member Iannotti reported the brush drop off is still open. Bids for street resurfacing were opened last week and a resolution will be voted on tonight to award the contract to Peckham Road Corp.

WATER BOARD – Council Member Iannotti reported work will begin this week or next on Larrabee Reservoir.  The Water Board will be meeting on Sept. 17th at 1pm to work on their 5 year plan.

PLANNING BOARD – Council Member Martin reported the Board approved three projects; Cars on Credit, Ped Electric addition and Proliant Phase I project.

ASSESSOR – Council Member Queeney reported GAR continues with data collection and have had very few problems.

LIBRARY – Council Member Queeney reported a workshop on writing memoirs will be held at the Johnstown Senior center on Sept. 17th and 19th.  A book discussion will take place at the library on Sept. 18th at 2pm.  A free strings concert will be held on October 16th at 7pm at the Johnstown High School Performing Arts Center.  
SEWER BOARD – Council Member-at-Large Swatt reported that they will be starting Phase III – lining N. Perry St. sewer pipe.

RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION No. 51, 2014 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to enter an agreement with Fulton County Highway Dept. for snow and ice removal.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 52, 2014 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to enter into an agreement with Greenman Pedersen Inc. for hydraulic/hydrologic study.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.
Discussion:  Council Member Martin will vote in favor but is not convinced we should go with the higher bid but we owe it to the residence to get this started. Council Member Queeney agrees but DEC isn’t going to issue anything before winter so maybe this should be looked at further. He is not in favor of spending the extra money. We have lots of other project that need to be done.  Council Member Iannotti said we should go with what City Engineer Cotter recommends. She knows more about all the aspects of this. Council Member Lakata has faith in the department heads that are hired because this is their area of expertise. She is also satisfied with Greenman Pedersen’s presentation and she is in favor of the vote.  Council Member-at-Large Swatt said we need to get the best job for the least amount of money and this is what Mrs. Cotter did.  What we are getting from Greenman Pedersen is going to give us the most for what we are paying for. The low bid is not going to give us as much information so we would be making decisions on information we don’t have. Council Member Queeney questioned the grant writer portion of the agreement. Mayor Julius said we will probably eliminate that part. We have our own grant writer, Nick Zabawski. We can discuss this at the time that we do the contract.
Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 53, 2014 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Swatt to advertise for a public hearing to be held on October 6, 2014 to amend Section 18-120 having to do with penalties for not mowing grass.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.

Discussion:  Council Member Queeney feels that 48 hours is not enough notice. He is a landlord and this happened to him when he was away. Grass was mowed at one of his properties and he was charged for it.  Mrs. Cotter said we are trying to put some teeth into this ordinance. The $25 that is charged now is too low. People just let it go and let the city do their mowing taking away man hours from her department to do other things.  Chief Heberer and Mrs. Cotter said they would work with owners They should call them if there is a problem getting their lawns moved in time. The code is very lenient about how often you have to mow and how high the grass can get.  
Ayes: 4

Noes: 0

Abstain:  1  Queeney

RESOLUTION No. 54, 2014 was presented by Council Member Lakata to advertise for a public hearing to be held on October 6, 2014 to amend Section 18-504 having to do with clearing sidewalks of snow and ice and the penalty charged when the City has to do the work.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 55, 2014 was presented by Council Member Martin to advertise for a public hearing to be held on November 17, 2014 for the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 56, 2014 was presented by Council Member Queeney to enter into an agreement with NYS Unified Court System for court cleaning and minor repairs.  Seconded by Council Member Lakata.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 57, 2014 was presented by Council Member Lakata to enter into an agreement with Peckham Road Corp. for street resurfacing.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.
Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

DISCUSSION

Council Member-at-Large Swatt said that since Mr. Ramani and Mr. LoDestro have come forward inquiring about water connections other people may come forward. Is there a procedure?  rs. Cotter said the cut off for water taps is November 1st. Council Member Lakata said we need to be careful about extending to outside users. The outside users do pay twice the rate but that goes to the Water Dept. not in the City’s general fund. Why would they move inside the city when they can pay the low tax rate and get water?  These amenities have been built many years ago with City taxpayer money. Extending outside of the City does not encourage growth within the City.  That was the feeling of the Council when Mr. Ramani was denied in the past.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS

This weekend is the Battle of Johnstown. Saturday the Johnstown Historical Society will have a fundraiser campaign at the James Burk Inn to raise money for renovations. Tickets can be purchased in advance or at the door.
Tourism and Special Events Committee will meet on Wednesday at 6pm in the Council Chambers, City Hall.

A motion to adjourn was made by Council Member Swatt and seconded by Council Member Queeney.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne, City Clerk
