A Committee Meeting of the Johnstown Common Council was held on September 2, 2014 at 7:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Michael B. Julius


: Mayor

Christopher Swatt

: Council Member-at-Large

Cynthia Lakata


: Council Member

Kathi Iannotti


: “                        “

Helen Martin


: “                        “

Edwin Queeney 


: “                        “

Brett Preston


: City Attorney

Bruce Heberer


: Fire Chief

Mark Gifford


: Police Chief

Chandra Cotter


: City Engineer

Michael Gifford


: City Treasurer

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

: City Clerk

ABSENT:

Michelle Jones


: Senior Center Director

Erica Wing


: Library Director

Mayor Julius called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL – all council members present.

PUBLIC SPEAKERS – Wade Wells from Johnson Hall was present to speak about the Battle of Johnstown reenactment taking place on September 20th and 21st. They have made a few minor changes to the route. They will start at the old jail on S. Perry St. and E. Montgomery St. and continue down to the battlefield behind Johnson Hall. One small cannon will be fired in the middle of the field on W. State St. The large one will be drawn out from Johnson Hall and brought down to the battlefield on Johnson Ave.  Johnson Ave. will be closed off between 1:30 and approximately 3pm on Sunday. A number of their people will be following along as safety officers.  If the crowd is getting too close they can stop the battle.  Artillery demonstrations will be held on Sunday at Johnson Hall. A dance will be held at 8pm.
APPROVE MINUTES – minutes of the August 18, 2014 Business Meeting were approved with a motion from Council Member Martin and seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Motion carried.

CITY OFFICIAL’S REPORTS

FIRE DEPT. – Chief Heberer said they are finishing up with the FAGE project and they expect to occupy the building sometime in October.  Taco Bell is moving along quickly.  They have an 80 day window from the time they started to completion.  There are many renovations going on in the city.  Proliant Dairy just got approval from the Planning Board for their expansion in the Industrial Park.

DPW – City Engineer Chandra Cotter reported her department has been busy with sewer work. Leaf pick up will be coming up soon.  She will be asking department heads for any winter projects that need to be done. Karg’s project is moving along and a decision will need to be made in the near future about what to do with the property. Foreclosures are coming up too, she will be inspecting the properties along with Chief Heberer to determine if buildings are structurally sound and what action will be taken.  

Council Member-at-Large Swatt would like to take another look at other properties we already own. Mrs. Cotter will get the list of properties, along with maps, to the council for discussion.

LIBRARY - Council Member Queeney reported the Summer Reading Program had 268 participants this year. The library will host a memoir writing workshop on Sept. 17th and 19th at the Senior Center. The next book discussion will be held on Sept. 17th at 10:30a.m.

POLICE DEPT. – Chief Gifford reported the next DEA Take Back Program will take place at the police department on Sept. 27th from 10am-2pm.

TREASURER’S OFFICE – City Treasurer Michael Gifford explained the city’s bond rating from Standard & Poors. We have received a Double A rating, which is a good rating but our area has a weak economy. We have been complimented for our management; fund balance is good but we are warned not to use it all at once. For a small city we have a lot of debt.  Primarily it has been the wastewater plant; they have had projects that need a lot of funding. Our retirement benefits are high.

Our Bond Anticipation Notes were also rated. We have a rating of SP1+, which is the highest rating. They were very pleased that we are doing a revaluation of our assessments. This also shows good management.
SENIOR CENTER – Council Member Martin reported the 50+ Club will have a representative from Berkshire Bank at the center on September 4th.  On October 1st there will be an AARP Defensive Driving Course. The cost for members is $20 and $25 for non-members.

SEWER BOARD – Council Member-at-Large Swatt reported there was a bid opening for the Phase III Project. The bid was awarded to Precision Industrial Maintenance for sewer trunk cleaning and rehabilitation project at $102,000. Proliant Dairy is looking to construct a new business in the Johnstown Industrial Park for procession whey from FAGE. The Johnstown Planning Board will be the lead agency for the SEQR.  
DISCUSSION

Council Member-at-Large Swatt wanted to discuss the stumps left on terraces when National Grid took down trees.  Mrs. Cotter said it would be the responsibility of the property owner to have them removed. If the city was to do it we would have to contract out because we do not have a stump grinder. Council Member-at-Large Swatt suggested the city could possible work with the public the same as we did with the sidewalk program.  
JAMES BURK INN – The Johnstown Historical Society is holding a fundraiser at the Inn on Sept. 20th from 5pm-7:30pm. Minimum donation is $25 to attend.  Refreshments will be served. Entertainment, book signing and a silent auction will be held.  

A motion to adjourn was made by Council Member Iannotti and seconded by Council Member Swatt.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

City Clerk

