
JOHNSTOWN WATER BOARD
MEETING MINUTES
December 8 , 2014

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:00 P.M.
PRESENT:
NICHOLAS CANNIZZO, PRESIDENT
JOHN PRADELSKI, BOARD MEMBER
RICHARD RICCIARDI, BOARD MEMBER
ANTHONY CARUSO, BOARD MEMBER
GEORGE DIMARCO, BOARD MEMBER
BRETT PRESTON, CITY ATTORNEY
KATHY IANNOTTI, COMMON COUNCIL
MICHAEL HLOZANSKY, SENIOR PLANT OPERATOR
CINDA SPRAKER, CLERK OF THE WATER BOARD 
EXCUSED:

PUBLIC SPEAKERS: Helen Martin asked how the rate increase was arrived at and the basis for the increase. The Board reviewed the 5 year plan with Helen and discussed the mandated improvements that the Water Board will need to do. George DiMarco stated the rate increase will provide approximately $150,000.00 in revenue to help rebuild the fund balance and keep the department in the black. The department will still have very low water rates with the 25 cents increase compared to other area municipalities. This is the first increase in over 5 years and will only increase the minimum usage $5.00 for a six month period .NYS DEC dictates the work that will have to be done with the dams and the timeframe. George asked Helen if she received a copy of the water department’s budget. Helen said she had not seen the budget. George said the Board assumed the Mayor would share it with the Common Council but the water board will provide copies. Helen questioned if repairs are done on an ongoing basis or if these needed repairs have built up over a period of time. The Board assured Helen that repairs and maintenance are done on an ongoing basis. The Board is also looking to upgrade the pumps at Larrabee reservoir to provide additional water to the City of Johnstown. George said the Mayor told the Board there is a need for additional water for the City of Johnstown. Anthony said the Mayor should have shared the water department budget with the Common Council and Water Board would be happy to sit down and review their budget line by line. Nicholas Cannizzo stated he submitted the budget to the City at the end of October.  Chris Swatt stated that he and Helen decided to attend the Board meeting to get answers about the rate increase directly from the Water Board. John Pradelski explained how the budget was prepared and why the rate increase was necessary. Helen said John’s explanation for the increase was great but there is a lack of communication with the public. George stated since he has been on the Board this is the first meeting that any reported has attended a meeting. Nick said the Mayor questioned him earlier in the year as to why water rates haven’t been increased and why there were no improvements being done. Helen asked why the Board doesn’t come to the council when they need additional help. John said the Board will be sure to share all the department’s projects with Kathi Ianotti.
Helen also asked about how the rate increase will be implemented. John said the increase is applied per the Rules and Regulations of the Water Department. Anthony mentioned that the water department collects the sewer money for the City of Johnstown. In Gloversville the city pays the water department for this service. He asked why the City of Johnstown doesn’t pay the water department for this service. Helen said it is because Johnstown is the lead agency.
 
Chad Kortz from C.T. Male prepared a brief update on the water study. The two existing connections between Gloversville and Johnstown will need to be entirely replaced at a cost of approximately $100,000.00 each. Gloversville would then be able to provide 500,000 to 750, 000   gallons of water daily .The large piping in the City of Johnstown is in the center of the City. The city would have to upgrade piping from 6 inch to 16 inch to get a million gallons of water. Gloversville would need to make improvements in their system to provide more water. Chad discussed different locations that a water tank could be placed. Chad said to improve pressure for the Bloomingdale Avenue area the Board could connect to the Gloversville line if an agreement is entered into. Chad said a connection at the sheriffs department will not be able to occur without some improvements to Gloversville’s water system. Chad said the area along route 30A may be a place to run a pipe if Gloversville made some distribution improvements. The draft report is 75% complete and Chad hopes to have more information before the next Board meeting.

FINANCIAL
AUDIT COMMITTEE: Vouchers were approved for payment by George DiMarco and Richard Ricciardi. 
Financial reports were provided and accepted by John Pradelski  and Richard Ricciardi
John Pradelski asked that the 2 Industrial reports that Cinda prepares be condensed into one. The Board agreed.
CARRIED



MINUTES:  A motion to accept the minutes of the November meeting was made by Anthony Caruso seconded by 
John Pradelski

CORRESPONDENCE: The Board reviewed a request for water from Todd Lee. Chad said there should be a file in the engineer’s office from the last time Todd made this request. Mike will obtain information from NYSDOH. This request will be discussed further next month. The Board received a copy of the November 2014 water/sewer levy.

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:  
Anthony Caruso made a motion to enter into executive session for personnel before presenting Resolution # 17 & 18 seconded by George DiMarco

Resolution#19 motion by Ricahrd Ricciardi seconded by Anthony Caruso to adjust various line items
(SEE BELOW)

FILTRATION & DISTRIBUTION: Mike and Wade submitted their monthly reports. John asked if Anjo employees were done working in the City. Mike said Anjo employees are not working in the City of Johnstown. George asked how many meters the employees are changing per week. Mike said it varies from five to twenty per week. There are approximately 260 meters left to be changed out in the city as of October 2, 2014. Chad asked if there was customers who stated Anjo never contacted them. Cinda stated some customers did say they were never contacted or only received a post card from Anjo. John asked about the report of a smell in the wash bay. Mike told him it was coming from the trash cans. The heaters were checked by the fire department to make sure they were operating properly. The Board discussed hiring GCS to do a study to see if the antenna can be moved from City Hall to the water department building. John spoke to Mike about taking any precautions we can to prevent damage to our valves from plowing. The Board reviewed the vehicle log use report.

OLD BUSINESS: Litigation continues on the watershed assessments.  The appraisers report should be available by the end of January. A trial date of June 15, 2014 is scheduled.  Nick said Kathy Oare was there because she was the only one who had a blueprint. Nick does not feel that she should have been present.

NEW BUSINESS: The board meeting time will be changed to 6pm in 2015.

A MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION  FOR PERSONNELWAS MADE BY NICHOLAS CANNIZZO SECONDED BY ANTHONY CARUSO.

A MOTION TO EXIT EXECUTIVE SESSION WAS MADE BY JOHN PRADELSKI AND ANTHONY CARUSO

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:  

Resolution #18 motion by Richard Ricciardi seconded by Anthony Caruso to hire Nancy Paro

A MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION  FOR PERSONNELWAS MADE BY JOHN PRADELSKI SECONDED BY ANTHONY CARUSO.

A MOTION TO EXIT EXECUTIVE SESSION WAS MADE BY JOHN PRADELSKI AND ANTHONY CARUSO

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:  

Resolution # 17 motion by Anthony Caruso seconded by George DiMarco to reappoint Cinda Spraker for 2015

Resolution # 20 motion by George Di Marco seconded by Anthony Caruso to contract with Gloversille Board of Water Commissuioners.


A MOTION TO ADJOURN WAS MADE BY ANTHONY CARUSO SECONDED BY NICHOLAS CANNIZZO.

THE MEETING ENDED 10:30 PM.
