A Business Meeting of the Johnstown Common Council was held on June 16, 2014 at 7:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.
PRESENT:

Michael B. Julius


: Mayor

Christopher Swatt

: Council Member-at-Large

Kathi Iannotti


: Council Member

Helen Martin


: “                        “

Cynthia Lakata


: “                          “

Edwin Queeney 


: “                          “

Michael Heberer


: Asst. Fire Chief

Mark Gifford


: Police Chief

Chandra Cotter


: City Engineer

Erica Wing


: Library Director

Michael Gifford


: City Treasurer

Brett Preston


: City Attorney

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

: City Clerk

ABSENT:

Bruce Heberer


: Fire Chief

Michelle Jones


: Senior Center Director

Frank Parker


: City Assessor

Mayor Julius called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL – all council members present.

PUBLIC SPEAKER – Frank Rizzio, 3 Reservoir St., complained about noise from the sheet metal factory on Pleasant Ave.  The noise starts around 3a.m. and continues through the early morning hours.  He hears metal scrapping and diesel trucks running.  He has reported it to the police department but says they won’t do anything about it.  Chief Gifford said the business is in an industrial zone and they are conducting their business.  Council Member-at-Large Swatt said he would speak to the owner.
APPROVE MINUTES – the minutes of the May 5, 2014 Committee Meeting were approved with a motion from Council Member Lakata and seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS & ACCOUNTS

1. General Audit – approved with a motion from Council Member Iannotti and seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

2. Housing Audit – approved with a motion from Council Member Lakata and seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Council Member Queeney abstained.  Motion carried.

MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS – Justin Sanford and John Roth were appointed firefighters for the City of Johnstown effective July 6, 2014.

LIAISON’S REPORTS

FIRE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the fire department received 58 calls in May that included 4 structure fires, 4 motor vehicle accidents, 16 hazardous calls, 6 medical assists, 6 carbon monoxide calls, 2 helicopter landings and 20 calls for service.  The Code Office issued 95 permits with an estimated cost of construction of $608,950.00 and $2,527.50 in permit fees collected.  Ward sweeps continue and 788 inspections and complaints were handled.  The burn ban has been lifted.  Residents are reminded to get a burn permit before using their recreational fire pits.

POLICE DEPT. – Council Member Lakata reported the department received 1,899 calls in the months of April and May resulting in 75 arrests, 175 traffic tickets, 43 parking tickets and 38 traffic accidents investigated.  
WATER BOARD – Council Member Iannotti reported the sand replacement project has been completed.  There are still 280 water meter readers yet to be replaced.  They are having trouble accessing the homes to replace the meters.  The Board may look at having the water shut off if they cannot gain access.
DPW – Council Member Iannotti reported the attendance at the spring clean up was high this year.  They collected 48 tons of garbage, 5 tons of electronics, 6 tons of metal and 555 tires.  The total cost to the city was $3,889 compared to last year’s total of $2,153.  An update on the NYS Main St. Grant – the chief code enforcement officer and city engineer met with applicants to review their scope of work.  The Karg’s site has been completely covered and seeded.  DPW will pave a section on Canal St.  All necessary surveys and environmental easements will be completed by the city engineer and consultants.  The city engineer’s office is working on requirements for the CHIPS paving project.  It must be in compliance with the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act.  Whenever streets are altered, the curbs and ramps must be ADA approved.  Because of the cost, the amount of streets to be repaved this year may be reduced.  
SENIOR CENTER – Council Member Martin reported the center is very active this summer with many health and fitness classes and activities.  Thank you to the DPW department for their work on the sewer next to the center.

ASSESSOR – Council Member Queeney reported the letters informing residents of the data collection for the revaluation were sent out recently.  

LIBRARY – Council Member Queeney reported the library’s fund raiser was a success with a profit of $12,016.  The Summer Reading Program runs from June 30th to August 8th.  They will hold a bake sale on June 30th from 10am-8pm.  For adults, foreign films and book discussions continue.  Price Chopper will conduct a program called “Know Your Shots” at 1pm on June 23rd.  
SEWER – Council Member-at-Large Swatt reported Jon Stead spoke to the Sewer Board about the Smart Waters.  He plans to visit the water boards and councils in the near future.  
RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION No. 37, 2014 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to contract with ARCADIS for professional services to conduct water quality sampling, sediment evaluation and prepare a Site Management Plan for the closed Johnstown Landfill.  Seconded by Council Member-at-Large Swatt.

Discussion: City Engineer Cotter said this is a budgeted item.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 38, 2014 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Swatt to re-appoint Elizabeth Camarra, Virginia D’Amore, M. Joy Little, Elizabeth Russo and Shelley Yerdon to the Johnstown Library Board of Trustees. Terms will expire June 30, 2017.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.

Ayes: 5

Noes: 0

DISCUSSION

Council Member-at-Large Swatt asked about the Karg’s property.  In the Comprehensive Plan it suggests the property become a city park.  What do we see happening with this?  Council Member Lakata said it could be a burden on our DPW. Who would maintain the park?  City Engineer Cotter said it would be at least six months until the property would be ready and that is something that could be discussed at the end of the year.  There are some changes that may be needed in the Comprehensive Plan. The Planning Board will review and make recommendations to the Council.  
Council Member-at-Large Swatt asked Asst. Chief Heberer about blight in the City. Asst. Chief Heberer said they have already started sending out certified letters to violators. The city wide clean up did help some. By the end of this week they will be issuing four tickets.  Council Member Martin asked about the problem with contacting absentee landlords and if it has improved. Asst. Chief Heberer said that continues to be a problem.  Many are from out of State and properties often change hands.  
Council Member-at-Large Swatt asked Mrs. Cotter for an update on the Chase St. Bridge and Miller St. Bridge. She said she is preparing a report for the council and will present it soon. The Chase St. Bridge now has been reduced to a 3 ton rating and probably within 1-2 years will be closed if not repaired or replaced.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Mayor Julius read the list of announcements

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Council Member Iannotti made a motion at 7:35p.m., to enter into executive session to discuss the lease and sale of real property.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Lakata.  Motion carried.

A motion to come out of executive session at 8:10p.m., was made by Council Member-at-Large Swatt and seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

WATER BOARD – Council Members discussed the Water Board’s request for compensation.  It was decided the Board would not be compensated.  Mayor Julius will notify the Board of the Council’s decision.

A motion to adjourn was made at 8:17p.m., by Council Member-at-Large Swatt and seconded by Council Member Lakata.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy A. VanAlstyne

City Clerk

