[bookmark: _GoBack]The Johnstown Common Council held a Business Meeting on August 15, 2016 at 7:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.

PRESENT:

Cynthia S. Lakata				: Mayor
Bradley Hayner					: Council Member
Kathi Iannotti					: “                         “
Vernon Jackson					: “                          “
Michael Poulin					: City Attorney
Bruce Heberer					: Fire Chief
Mark Gifford					: Police Chief
Christopher Vose				: City Engineer
Michelle Jones					: Senior Center Director
Erica Wing					: Library Director
Michael Gifford					: City Treasurer
Cathy A. VanAlstyne				: City Clerk

ABSENT:

Helen Martin					: Council Member

Mayor Lakata called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL – one council member absent, three present.

PUBLIC SPEAKER – Vincent DeSantis, 3rd Ward Council Member for City of Gloversville, addressed the Council about Land Banks.  He would like the City of Johnstown to participate in the Land Banks. He feels that if Johnstown were a part of this Land Bank this year it would be a visible example of how beneficial the Land Bank would be and the Supervisors would take notice of that.  The money in the Land Bank is State funds that have been turned over to the Attorney General’s Office from bank settlements due to the foreclosure crisis to improve the tax base of local communities.  There is $17 million dollars available in this round to aid municipalities in rehabbing derelict properties.  The City can decide to turn over properties to the Land Bank and have them rehab the properties to return to the tax rolls.  This is a tool for the City.  The Board of Supervisors have said they don’t want to give up local control to a regional entity, but you would have total control over every piece of property you foreclose on.  The money could also be used for demolition.  We can tell the Land Bank what to do with the property.  We would have a representative on the Board.  The County would also have a representative. This could benefit the City and County.  Mr. DeSantis is urging the Council to endorse the Land Bank and sign the agreement.  

Mayor Lakata asked Mr. DeSantis to call her to set up a meeting so she could ask more questions and possibly the Council will have questions.

MINUTES – Council Member Iannotti made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 18, 2016 Business Meeting and was seconded by Council Member Jackson.  Motion carried.  The minutes of the Special Meeting held on August 3, 2016 were approved with a motion from Council Member Jackson and seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS – Council Member Iannotti made a motion to pay the claims and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office.  General Fund (A), unpaid $93,260.09; General Fund (A), paid $584,865.06; Capital Fund 2012 (H12) , unpaid $2,246.28; Sewer Fund (G), paid $3,616.47; Sewer Fund (G), unpaid $6,424.87; and Voucher Fund (VO), paid $44,801.80.  Seconded by Council Member Jackson.  Motion carried.

CITY OFFICIALS AND LIAISONS REPORTS

FIRE DEPT. – Chief Heberer reported the department received training in CPR and Codes for residential dwellings.  They responded to 56 calls for service that included 3 structure fires, 6 motor vehicle accidents, 20 hazardous condition calls, 13 medical assistance calls, and 14 calls for service.  The Code Office issued 68 permits with a total estimated cost of construction of $16, 294,672.00.  A big portion of this was Johnstown Renewables.  Permit fees collected were $5,377.  Inspections and complaints totaled 852.

Council Member Iannotti said the hydrants need painting.  Chief Heberer told her the Water Dept. maintains the hydrants.

POLICE DEPT. – Chief Gifford reported they received 616 calls that resulted in 24 arrests, 31 traffic tickets, 17 parking tickets, and 39 motor vehicle accidents investigated.  Sgt. Thomas Oare is retiring August 19, 2016 after 21 years of service.  One sergeant is retiring in Sept. and another in February 2018.  

DPW – City Engineer Vose reported business as usual, addressing small issues around the City during the down time.  They are prepping Pine Ave. Ext. to pave and doing sewer work.  The City Hall parking lot has been realigned.  EPA has finished sampling the chemicals at Carville Leather.  Right now there is no financial burden on the City.  EPA is covering it since we don’t own the property yet.  Once they get the results they will bring in their own contractors for the cleanup.  

Citywide Clean Up will take place on Sept. 15, 16 and 17th.  The City will take anything that the landfill accepts such as tires, furniture and appliances.  

SENIOR CENTER – Director Michelle Jones reminded the public that they have an RN at the center every third Tuesday, taking blood pressure.  Summer Tai Chi classes continue on Tuesday evenings.  The traveling Viet Nam wall is coming to FMCC on Sept. 8th – 12th.  

LIBRARY – Director Erica Wing reported the Summer Reading Program is coming to an end.  After Labor Day the library will return to their fall and winter hours.  New programming is in the planning stages.

CITY TREASURER – Treasurer Mike Gifford reported that last week we closed on a one year bond anticipation note.  The rate was less than 2%.  Related to that we had to go through a short term bond rating.  This was done on a two hour conference call with our financial advisors and submitting several financial documents.    The report is not out yet but should be soon.

PLANNING BOARD – Council Member Iannotti reported the Board approved the site plan for Harvey’s Pet Hotel and Day Care.  

WATER BOARD – Council Member Jackson reported on the underground storage tank removal at Cork and Chrisman Reservoir.  They will be removed and plans have been prepared.  Bid due date is August 18th.  They estimate 30 days to complete the removal of the old fuel tanks.  Under Capital Projects, Greenman Pedersen has prepared plans and specs for Cork Center Dam’s replacing the outlet valve building.  Due date for submitting bids is Sept. 13th.  C.T. Male has prepared plans for Bloomingdale Ave. and should be completed by the end of the month.

RESOLUTION No. 71, 2016 was presented by Council Member Hayner to change the date of the September business meeting from September 19th to September 20th.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.
Ayes: 3
Noes: 0
Absent: 1 Martin

RESOLUTION No. 72, 2016 was presented by Council Member Jackson to authorize an agreement with Fulton County for snow and ice removal.  Seconded by Council Member Hayner.
Ayes: 3
Noes: 0
Absent: 1 Martin

RESOLUTION No. 73, 2016 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to grant an easement to Johnstown Renewables LLC.  Seconded by Council Member Jackson.
Ayes: 3
Noes: 0
Absent: 1 Martin

DISCUSSION

Council Member Iannotti asked if either the Fire Chief or Police Chief had heard anything about the 518 area code change.  They both said they had not been contacted.  Mayor Lakata will look into it.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

City Hall offices will be closed for Labor Day Sept. 5, 2016
Citywide Cleanup – Sept. 15th and 16th, 11am-7pm & Sept. 17th, 7am-1pm
Business Meeting – Sept. 20th – city officials to present budget requests beginning 5pm – Business Meeting begins at 7pm.  Mayor Lakata will present her budget.

A motion to adjourn was made by Council Member Iannotti and seconded by Council Member Hayner.

Respectfully submitted,



Cathy A. VanAlstyne
City Clerk 
