[bookmark: _GoBack]The Johnstown Common Council held their Business Meeting on September 20, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, City Hall.  Council Members met with City Officials for a Budget Workshop beginning at 5pm.

PRESENT:

Cynthia S. Lakata				: Mayor
Bradley Hayner					: Council Member
Kathi Iannotti					: “                         “
Vernon Jackson					: “                           “
Helen Martin					: “                          “
Bruce Heberer					: Fire Chief
Mark Gifford					: Police Chief
Christopher Vose				: City Engineer
Michelle Jones					: Senior Center Director
Erica Wing					: Library Director
Michael Gifford					: City Treasurer
Cathy A. VanAlstyne				: City Clerk

ABSENT:

Michael Poulin					: City Attorney

Mayor Lakata called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL – all council members present.

PUBLIC SPEAKERS

Gail Matiasovic Yost residing at 10 Brant Rd. – there have been several automobile accidents at the intersection of 30A and S. Melcher St. over the past few years and six just this past summer.  The most recent was a motorcycle accident on Sept. 4th.  She wanted to know if a light could be installed or the speed limit lowered.  This is a very dangerous intersection.  
Mayor Lakata told her that is a State highway and the City cannot put a light there.  She should contact the Department of Transportation.  Chief Gifford said that this has been reported numerous times.  The State D.O.T. is well aware of the situation but they won’t do anything.  Mr. Vose said this area was recently referred to D.O.T. for a roundabout.  Ms. Yost is going to get some people together who plan to pursue this.  She has seen too many motorcyclist get hit and something needs to be done.  She will be speaking with Gov. Cuomo.

Trish Isabella and Virginia Mackey presented their ideas for a development.  They are working with the owner of property on W. State St. and Washington St. area and with Jim Mraz on this project.  They are talking to different developers and hoping to make the city aware of their efforts to get businesses in and senior housing.  How can the city get involved?  How can they connect more clearly and directly when they have someone who may want to develop in the city?  They are trying to generate tax dollars and sales tax through new properties.  They are looking for a resolution of support at this time.  The infrastructure is there on W. State St.  They would like to form a committee that could introduce a potential buyers to the city.  Mayor Lakata said this is an interesting idea and she would like to take a look at their proposal.   She would also like to see a model from another city.

MINUTES – the minutes from the September 6, 2016 Committee Meeting were approved with a motion from Council Member Martin and seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS – Council Member Iannotti made a motion to pay the bills and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office.  General Fund unpaid $279,133.79; General Fund paid $1,003,224.07; Capital Fund 2012 unpaid $6,707.90; Sewer fund paid $166,371.19; Sewer Fund unpaid $13,892.73; Voucher Fund paid $44,880.80.  Seconded by Council Member Jackson.  Motion carried.

CITY OFFICIAL’S REPORTS

FIRE DEPT. – Chief Heberer reported in August they had 67 calls for service that included 4 structure fires, 8 motor vehicle accidents, 19 hazardous condition calls, 15 medical assistance calls and 25 service calls.  The Code Office issued 87 permits with an estimated cost of construction of $827,831 and permit fees of $4,487.50.  Permits have doubled from last year.  The Code Office did 838 inspections in the month of August.  On October 1st the 2015 addition of the NYS Code goes into effect.  Firefighters Humphrey and Yuenger completed their codes training.    

POLICE DEPT. – Chief Gifford reported the department received 655 calls in August that resulted in 27 traffic tickets, 12 parking tickets and 29 traffic accidents investigated.  They are about to begin the semi-annual fire arms qualification for all department members.  They are working on an agreement with Fulton County Sheriff’s Dept., Gloversville Police Dept. and the Fulton County District Attorney’s Office to share computer information so they can read each other’s reports, suspects etc.  This should be in service in a few months.  They will probably be doing annual agreements at the Council’s Organizational Meeting.  
Council Member Iannotti asked Chief Gifford if there is anything that can be done concerning a traffic problem on Pleasant Ave.  People park their cars on both sides of the road.  Can it be made no parking on one side?  Chief Gifford has not had any complaints.  He has driven through there and had no trouble.  You  have to use care.  More and more parents are driving their children to school.  It can be looked into but he doesn’t think he has an answer to the problem.  They may not be done with the construction.  He will contact the building principal.  Chief Heberer said he thought that was part of the school’s project to reconfigure the parking and drop off areas.  

DPW – City Engineer Vose reported the 3rd quarter inspection of the closed landfill will be done this week.  The citywide cleanup was this past Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  There were 427 total vehicles that came through and 212 tires.  He is waiting to hear the amount of the tipping tickets for the rest of the containers.  The milling has started on the streets to be paved under the CHIPS program.  It should be done in the next week or two and paved.  There were a few sidewalk corners to do.  We have a resolution tonight to advertise for bids to purchase a backhoe.  The old one will be traded in so that will knock down the price a bit.  We want to use some of the CHIPS money.  

SENIOR CENTER – Director Michelle Jones thanked Chief Heberer and the fire department for conducting staff training at the center and a fire drill.  Open insurance enrollment for seniors begins in October.  They have several representatives coming to the center to answer questions.  October 20th the 50 Plus Club will celebrate their 50th Anniversary.  Tickets are available at the center and the dinner will be held at the Holiday Inn.
LIBRARY – Director Erica Wing reported the monthly foreign film will be held this Thursday at 1:30p.m.  The next book discussion will be at 10:30a.m., on Sept. 30th.  They have created a literacy calendar for pre-school aged children and have distributed to daycares and pre-schools in the area.  Deb Callery retired recently after thirty-three years of service to the library as senior clerk.  Best wished to Deb in her retirement.

CITY TREASURER – Treasurer Gifford reported they are auditing 2015 and working on the 2017 budget.

ASSESSOR – Council Member Iannotti reported the school tax bills have been mailed and are due September 30, 2016.  If you haven’t received your bill call the school district.

TOURISM/SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE – Council Member Martin reported the Summerfest event held in June was very well attended.  She was disappointed with the Leader Herald when she submitted a letter to the editor for publication and was told it would not be published because it included thanks to the businesses that donated their time and services.  She publicly thanked Natalie Parker, Boy Scout Troop #104, Tracy Nelson, Galleria Carpet and Kyle’s Bounce House.  This was a free community event.  The next meeting is scheduled for October 8, 2016.

WATER BOARD – Council Member Jackson reported the Board has hired a new Clerk, Barbara Kohler, for a term beginning September 17, 2016 to December 31, 2017 at a base salary of $40,000.  He assumes the benefits are added on to the salary.  There is no contract.  This is several thousand more than the previous clerk received after thirteen years.  The Water Board notified the Mayor that they are terminating the Shared Space Agreement with the City.  The Police Dept. uses the space for their storage and they need that building.  This needs to be re-addressed.  Mayor Lakata added that the agreement states either party can terminate with a 90 day notice.  This will also terminate the water department’s space in the DPW garage.  The police department cannot use storage in the DPW garage for a number of reasons.  

RESOLUTION No. 75, 2016 was presented by Council Member Martin to appoint Robert M. Subik to the Board of Assessment Review.  Seconded by Council Member Jackson.
Ayes: 4
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 76, 2016 was presented by Council Member Jackson to authorize Stephen M Almy, Esq. of the Vincelette Law Firm to execute a Stipulation of Settlement for an assessment on 111 N. Comrie Ave.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.
Ayes: 4
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 77, 2016 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to enter into an agreement with New York State Unified Court System for court security.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.
Ayes: 4
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 78, 2016 was presented by Council Member Hayner to advertise for bids for a new backhoe for the Dept. of Public Works.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.
Ayes: 4
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 79, 2016 was presented by Council Member Martin to advertise for a public hearing to amend the Code of Ordinances to remove certain blinking lights and install stop signs.  Seconded by Council Member Hayner.
Ayes: 4
Noes: 0

DISCUSSION

Resolution No. 46, 2016 that was passed in April 2016 was to provide additional water to FMCC for their proposed Global Village.  A discrepancy was discovered in the agreement.  The Council decided to rescind the resolution and look into this further.

RESOLUTION No. 80, 2016 was presented by Council Member Martin to rescind Resolution No. 46, 2016 adopted on April 18, 2016 to provide additional water to the proposed Global Village at FMCC.  Seconded by Council Member Jackson.
ROLL CALL VOTE:
Ayes: Hayner, Iannotti, Jackson, Martin
Noes: 0

LAND BANKS – Mayor Lakata has been gathering information and distributing to the Council concerning possibly joining the Mohawk Valley Land Bank.  The Council has come to the consensus that the land bank is not a good fit for the City of Johnstown.  She will notify Mr. Morawski.

LISC ZOMBIE AND VACANT PROPERTIES INITIATIVE GRANTS – Mayor Lakata explained that this is funding made available through a bank settlement obtained by the New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman as a result of the mortgage foreclosure crisis.  It is very similar to the land bank.  It is intended to help municipal leaders across New York State support programs addressing homeowner retention and housing vacancy remediation and prevention.  She will pass on the information to the Council.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Committee Meeting – October 3, 2016 at 7p.m. – Mayor will present her budget to the Council.
City Hall will be closed October 10, 2016 in observance of Columbus Day.
50th Anniversary of the Johnstown Senior Center 50+ Club will be celebrated at a dinner at the Holiday Inn on October 20, 2016.
Harvest Festival and Halloween Parade will take place on October 29th from noon- 2pm.
Trick-Or-Treat will be on Halloween, October 31, 2016 from 6pm-8pm

Council Member Iannotti made a motion to adjourn at 7:40p.m.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.
Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,


Cathy A. VanAlstyne
City Clerk
