[bookmark: _GoBack]The Johnstown Common Council held a Business Meeting on October 17, 2016 at 7:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.

PRESENTS:

Cynthia S. Lakata			: Mayor
Kathi Iannotti				: Council Member
Helen Martin				: “                         “
Vernon Jackson				: “                         “
Michael Poulin				: City Attorney
Bruce Heberer				: Fire Chief
Mark Gifford				: Police Chief
Christopher Vose			: City Engineer
Michelle Jones				: Senior Center Director
Erika Wing				: Library Director
Michael Gifford				: City Treasurer
Cathy A. VanAlstyne			: City Clerk

ABSENT:  Council Member Bradley Hayner

Mayor Lakata called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL – Three council members present, one absent

APPROVE MINUTES – minutes of the October 3, 2016 Committee Meeting were approved with a motion from Council Member Jackson and seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS – Council Member Iannotti made a motion and presented the claims as follows: General Fund (A) unpaid $143,612.33; General Fund (A) paid $851,568.49; Sewer Fund (G) paid $388.71; Sewer Fund (G) unpaid $107.71; Voucher Fund (VO) paid $45,977.70.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING – 2017 TENTATIVE BUDGET- Mayor Lakata opened the public hearing and asked that if anyone is proposing an addition to be added or put back in the budget that they indicate another area of the budget to cut in order to fund the addition or another source of revenue.  If the proposal is a cut in the tax rate please advise the Council or if there is an ideas for a new revenue for the City.  

Kathy Dougherty, Abel Drive – she has lived in Johnstown for 31 years and is a school board member and a retired teacher.  She is also a 50 year member of the Johnstown Citizens Band.  She asked if it was true that there is a $4,500 cut in the budget for the band for 2017.  Mayor Lakata said yes, that was one thing that was cut.  The band was formed in 1908 and has just completed its 108th consecutive season.  It is one of the oldest in New York State and in the country.  They have 32 members and a conductor.  They perform six concerts each summer and have 100-200 people in attendance each Friday night.  They come from all over the area, not just Johnstown.  The revenue for the band comes from the City, merchants, the audience and the bands investments.  She would like the council to consider asking the departments to decrease expenditures.  Have the unions been approached and asked to consider salary and/or benefit concessions or staffing reductions?   Have non-union employees or council members asked to accept concessions on salary or benefits?  Has the city treasurer created a 5 year plan to create a vision for future budgets?  Each concert cost between $1,500 and $1,800 depending on how many people they get to play that night.  The musicians are paid $40 per concert.  

Ron and Mary Charney – O’Neil Ave.  – Mr. Charney has been a resident of Johnstown for 67 years.  He appreciates all the department heads and the good job they are doing.  The 9% increase on the budget is a little excessive and he would like to see the council work on reducing it.  He doesn’t have ideas on how to reduce the budget, not knowing the inner workings of the city government.  He is concerned about what the increase might be next year.  We recently had a revaluation and his assessment went up.  It did reduce the tax rate but we are going to be right back where we were in a couple of years.  

Douglas Dougherty – Abel Drive – he is the conductor and president of the Johnstown Citizens Band and appreciates the contribution the city makes.  He hopes that it will be put back in the budget but if not maybe partial, that would be better than none.  

Mayor Lakata added that she lives on Linden Ave. and her house is assessed at a little over $100,000, so she is looking at an increase of $1.03 which will make her taxes go up by $103.  She doesn’t want to pay it any more than anyone else does.  When she gave the council her tentative budget she truly meant it to be a working document.  The twelve years she was on the council they only amended the budget once.  She will not be here next year but the council will be.  This is their budget.  It is a tough budget and they have a lot of work ahead.  $750,000 was cut from the department requests.  No increase in pay for employees.  The council plans to make amendments to the budget and vote on November 21st.  

Michelle Foster, S. William St. – asked if the proposed budget is on the website.  Mayor Lakata told her she can pick up a copy of the proposed budget in the City Clerk’s office.  She will be able to go through it line by line.  

Mayor Lakata closed the public hearing at 7:15p.m.

PUBLIC HEARING – AMEND ORDINANCE – remove blinking lights and replace with stop signs at corners of North and South Chase St. at E. Main St., S. Chase St. at E. State, Pleasant Ave. at Matthew St. and Pleasant Ave. at O’Neil.

Richard Ricciardi – 105 E. State St. – he said the light at E. State and S. Chase is already down.  It is ½ mile from E. State and Main intersection to Rte 30A.  There are eight intersecting streets that have stop signs.  Two sections of E. State have limited site distance because of the hump in the road.  There are no stops from E. Main St. to 30A.  There is a high volume of garbage trucks going back and forth.  He suggested the council consider putting stop signs at S. Chase on the  E. Main St. side and E. State St. going west at the same place.    

Mayor Lakata closed the public hearing at 7:19p.m.

CITY OFFICIAL’S AND LIAISON’S REPORTS

FIRE DEPT. – Chief Heberer reported the department responded to 54 calls that included 2 structure fires, 6 motor vehicle accidents, 12 hazardous condition calls, 14 medical assistance calls, and 20 service calls.  Code Enforcement issued 57 building permits with an estimated cost of construction of $342,160 and $2,785 in permit fees collected.  Inspections and complaints totaled 789.  As of September 30th, the permit fees collected totaled $27,400 for the year.
POLICE DEPT. – Chief Gifford reported the department had 674 calls for service resulting in 25 arrests, 23 parking tickets, and 23 traffic tickets.  Two officers are attending a two week training school.  Parking ban starts December 1st. All vehicles must be off the road by midnight until 6a.m.  Parking permits can be obtained in the City Clerk’s Office.  The ban runs until April 1st. They try to be lenient with people who do not have a driveway by allowing them to park on the terrace.  If we have a mild period during the winter the ban may be lifted temporarily.  

DPW – City Engineer Chris Vose reported L & S Energy performed an energy audit on the city owned buildings and he has received the report.  He has emailed the report to the council members.  CHIPS paving has been finalized for the year and he is very happy with their work.  We have money left over to roll into next year.  We have received the bids for the backhoe and they are what he expected.  We plan to put out to bid the old backhoe.  
Last year Mr. Vose and Mayor Julius wrote a letter to the D.O.T. director pointing out some of the bridge problems and issues.  Based on the letter, the Townsend Ave. Bridge was selected to be replaced.  It is set for the 2020 construction season.  Funding will be 80% Federal share with a 20% local.  With the 20% local it is usually 15% State and 5% City.  With some of the extra funding the State has received they anticipate being able to cover our 5% share.  We may be looking at just the engineering costs.  Right now it is not a dangerous bridge but it was not designed to handle the amount of commercial traffic it sees.  We applied and are still waiting to hear about the W. State St. Bridge under the new program, Bridge New York.  
The 3rd quarter closed city landfill inspection was done.  No significant deficiencies were found.  
Leaves and brush will be picked up, weather permitting, Oct. 31st through Nov. 30th.  

SENIOR CENTER – Director Michelle Jones reported this coming Thursday the 50+ Club will celebrate their 50th Anniversary with a dinner at the Holiday Inn.  A representative from CDPHP will be at the center on Oct. 27th at 10a.m.  Also on Oct. 27th the center will have their Halloween dinner and Marty Quinn will talk about ghosts.

LIBRARY – Director Erica Wing reported the first of the art workshops for kids in pre-k to first grade will be this Saturday.  This Wednesday is the monthly foreign film and the monthly book discussion is the end of this month.  All information is listed on the library’s website.

CITY TREASURER – Mr. Gifford reported they are finishing up with the auditing firm for the 2015 audit.  

ASSESSOR – Council Member Iannotti reported the enhanced STAR renewals will be mailed at the end of October.  All filing for exemptions is due March 1, 2017.

TOURISM/SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE – Council Member Martin announced the Halloween Parade will take place on Saturday, October 29th beginning at noon in front of City Hall.  Children will parade up Main St. to the park and participate in games and face painting.  

WATER BOARD – Council Member Jackson reported he attended tonight’s Water Board meeting at 6pm.  There was a public speaker who spoke for 45 minutes.  Mr. Jackson had to leave to attend the Council meeting so he was unable to hear what was said in the remainder of the meeting.

ORDINANCE No. 3, 2016 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to amend the Code of Ordinance Section VTL 1640 (a) 1 to remove certain blinking lights.  Also to amend Section 20-202 to add stop signs where lights were removed.  Seconded by Council Member Jackson.
Ayes: 3
Noes: 0
Absent: 1  Hayner

RESOLUTION No. 83, 2016 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to execute an agreement with West & Company, CPAs PC.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.
Discussion:  Mr. Gifford said the amount is less than last year.
Ayes: 3
Noes: 0
Absent: 1  Hayner

RESOLUTION No. 84, 2016 was presented by Council Member Martin to execute a contract with James A. Brennan Memorial Humane Society, Inc. commencing January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.
Ayes: 3
Noes: 0
Absent: 1  Hayner

RESOLUTION No. 85, 2016 was presented by Council Member Jackson to enter into a Multi-Agency Impact Data Sharing Agreement with Fulton County Sheriff’s Office, Fulton County District Attorney’s Office and Gloversville Police Department.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.
Ayes: 3
Noes: 0
Absent: 1 Hayner

RESOLUTION No. 86, 2016 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to accept a grant from NYS Division of Criminal Justice for the Johnstown Police Dept. in the amount of $10,000.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.
Ayes: 3
Noes: 0
Absent: 1 Hayner

RESOLUTION No. 87, 2016 was presented by Council Member Martin to advertise to sell a 1999 Fermac Backhoe – Model 760B; Serial No. 017CM3815.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.
Ayes: 3
Noes: 0
Absent: 1 Hayner

RESOLUTION No. 88, 2016 was presented by Council Member Jackson authorizing Stephen M. Almy, Esq., of the Vincelette Law Firm to execute a Stipulation of Settlement for Heartland Realty Company, Inc. and South Townsend Realty Company, Inc.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.
Ayes: 3
Noes: 0
Absent: 1 Hayner

RESOLUTION No. 89, 2016 was presented by Council Member Martin to advertise for a public hearing to amend Code of Ordinances Chapter 20, Section 20-209 – Pleasant Avenue – No Parking Any time on the east side of the roadway, between Matthew Street and Elmwood Avenue. Public Hearing will take place on November 21, 2016 at 7pm.  Seconded by Council Member Jackson.
Ayes: 3
Noes: 0
Absent: 1 Hayner

RESOLUTION No. 90, 2016 was presented by Council Member Jackson to award the bid for a new backhoe to Monroe Tractor in the amount of $45,500.  Seconded Council Member Martin.
Ayes: 3
Noes: 0
Absent: 1 Hayner

RESOLUTION No. 91, 2016 was presented by Council Member Martin to appoint Leslie Buggeln-Bosworth to the Board of Assessment Review.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.
Ayes: 3
Noes: 0
Absent: 1 Hayner

RESOLUTION No. 92, 2016 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to advertise for a public hearing to adopt Local Law #1 to allow the City of Johnstown to adopt a budget for the fiscal year commencing January 1, 2017 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the tax levy limit as defined by General Municipal Law Section 3-c.  Public Hearing will be held on November 21, 2016 at 7pm.  Seconded by Council Member Jackson.
Ayes: 3
Noes: 0
Absent: 1 Hayner

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Halloween Parade & Games – October 29th from 12-2pm
Trick-or-Treat – October 31st from 6-8pm
Leaf Pick Up begins October 31st through November 30th
Veterans’ Day Program – November 11th at 11am – downtown park
Historical Society Annual Dinner honoring Sen. Hugh Farley – November 12th
Holiday Parade and Colonial Stroll – December 2 at 6pm – accepting participants for the parade.

Council Member Iannotti made a motion at 7:50p.m., to adjourn seconded by Council Member Jackson.

Respectfully submitted,



Cathy A. VanAlstyne
City Clerk 



