[bookmark: _GoBack]The Johnstown Common Council held their Business Meeting on August 21, 2017 at 6:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.

PRESENT:

Vernon F. Jackson			: Mayor
Craig Talarico				: Council Member-at-Large
Timothy Cellary				: Council Member
Helen Martin				: “                      “
Kathi Iannotti				: “                      “
Bradley Hayner				: “                       “
Michael Poulin				: City Attorney
Bruce Heberer				: Fire Chief
David Gilbo				: Police Lieutenant
Christopher Vose			: City Engineer
Michael Gifford				: City Treasurer
Cathy A. VanAlstyne			: City Clerk

ABSENT:

Michelle Jones				: Senior Center Director
Erica Wing				: Library Director

Mayor Jackson called the meeting to order and led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL – all council members present.

PUBLIC SPEAKER – John Kane residing at 165 W. Bush Rd. in the Town of Johnstown presented a petition with signatures of residents and property owners in the area of Fisher Ave.  They are asking the City to put speed control signs up on Fisher Ave.  The street has no sidewalks and cars are speeding and driving recklessly.  

PROCLAMATION – Mayor Jackson read and presented a proclamation to Richard Danelorich honoring him for his years of service to the Johnstown Fire Department.  Assistant Chief Danelorich retired on July 30, 2017.

APPROVE MINUTES – Minutes of the July 17, 2017 Business Meeting were approved with a motion from Council Member Martin and seconded by Council Member Hayner.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS – Council Member Iannotti made a motion to pay the bills and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office as follows: General Fund (A) unpaid $78,794.98; General Fund (A) paid $1,030,462.06; Sewer Fund (G) unpaid $2,676.84; Sewer Fund (G) paid $199,777.75; Voucher Fund (VO) paid $45,367.23; Capital Fund 2012 (H12) unpaid $5,128.26 and Fulton Railroad Properties (TR) paid $540.00.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

CITY OFFICIALS’ AND LIAISONS’ REPORTS

FIRE DEPT. – Chief Heberer reported the department conducted training in rescue technics and codes had training on the NYS Property Code and its application.  They have a new firefighter attending the NYS Academy.  Mike Frank, who has been promoted to Captainy is attending training.  In July they had 72 calls for service, 3 structure fires, 2 vehicle fires, 8 motor vehicle accidents, 25 hazardous condition calls, 12 medical assistance calls and 12 service calls.  Code Enforcement took in 62 permits with an estimated cost of repairs or construction of $417, 361.00 and permits fees of $2,360.00.  Inspections and complaints totaled 869.  Ward sweeps will be done the first two weeks in September in advance of the citywide clean up.

POLICE DEPT. – Lt. Gilbo reported the department received 762 calls in July that included 123 cases, 58 arrests, 94 tickets issued, 31 accidents investigated and 1 juvenile case.  

DPW – City Engineer Vose expressed his apologies to residents and business owners due to the N. Perry St. closure for paving.  It was slow going due to unforeseen circumstances and the road was closed longer than anticipated.  
Mr. Vose had sent information on a proposed project to replace the street lights via email to the Mayor and Council.  A company has reached out to the City and they are doing the same project in Gloversville now.  The City would buy back ownership of the arms and the light fixtures.  Sixty percent of our National Grid bills are for maintenance of the street lights.  We could replace the lights with LED to save money.  The initial cost would be roughly $1.2 million and the payback time would be about 10 years.  Most of the maintenance could be done in house which might make the buyback time about 8 years.  This will free up a lot of money over the long run.  National Grid will still own the poles and the power.  Mr. Vose asked the Council to consider this and let him know.  Gloversville is very happy with this company.  Council Member Martin said she had spoken to several companies who do this at the NYCOM Conferences and she was very impressed with the concept.  If we do the repairs in house the response time would be much faster than National Grid.  Council Member-at-Large Talarico is also in support of this project.  

Mayor Jackson commented on the recent sewer backup at the senior center.  He thanked DPW for the quick response and resolving the problem.  Mayor also had a few phone calls about damaged street signs.  Mr. Vose said some were damaged during sidewalk work and this will be addressed with the paving contractor.  They will be replaced.  There were issues with some of the sidewalks which will be resolved also.  Mr. Vose told the Council that the backup garbage truck received damage to its frame when involved in an accident and will have to be taken off the road.  It would cost at least $8,000 to repair.  He thinks we can get through the end of the year without the truck but will have to address for next year.  

Council Member-at-Large Talarico wanted to commend two city employees, Scott Sweeney and Dave Ackernecht.  While they were working painting lines in the street a woman’s car was hit.  They went out of their way to find her to report it and contact the police.  Mr. Vose said he has a lot of good guys in DPW and at times they don’t get the credit they deserve.  They take pride in what they do.  

CITY TREASURER – Mr. Gifford reported he is getting spreadsheets together for the 2018 budget.  

SEWER BOARD – Council Member Martin reported they have applied for a consolidated funding grant for a water quality improvement grant for the CAST process odor mitigation.  The semi-annual pretreatment report was sent to the EPA.  It was noted that in the past six months FAGE has had a 10% load increase and Johnstown Renewables has shut down construction.  The sewer plant will be holding harassment awareness training for all the sewer plant employees and board members.

WATER BOARD – Council Member Cellary reported that the dam project has begun.  The water board hired Susan Semione as a typist for the Water Dept.

RESOLUTION No. 64, 2017 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Talarico to amend Resolution No. 54, 2017 to change the name to Crystal Pralo, LLC as owner of 4 Elmwood Ave.  Seconded by Council Member Hayner.
Ayes: 5
Noes; 0

RESOLUTION No. 65, 2017 was presented by Council Member Cellary to amend Resolution No. 56, 2017 to correct the SBL# for 106 Pearl St.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0


RESOLUTION No. 66, 2017 was presented by Council Member Martin to rescind Resolution No. 57, 2017 for the sale of 321 W. State St. to Wayne Akey.  Mr. Akey failed to pay the full bid price within the time specified.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 67, 2017 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to rescind Resolution No. 55, 2017 to sell 120 E. Clinton St. to Wayne Akey.  Mr. Akey failed to pay the full bid price within the time specified.  Seconded by Council Member Hayner.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 68, 2017 was presented by Council Member Hayner to award property at 120 E. Clinton St. to Helmut Philipp, 130 Pleasant LLC.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 69, 2017 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Talarico to appoint Jason Subik as Commissioner of Deeds.  Term to expire January 14, 2019.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 70, 2017 was presented by Council Member Martin to advertise for sealed written bids for property at 319 W. State St., 1 McMartin St. and 203 ½ Meadow St.  Bids will be opened on September 6, 2017 at 10a.m.  Seconded by Council Member Hayner.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 71, 2017 was presented by Council Member Cellary to award property at 9 Yost St. to Peter J. Rigos & Patrick A. Smith.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 72, 2017 was presented by Council Member Hayner to award 159 E. State St. to Richard T. Aulisi.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.
Discussion:  this property was on the County Demolition list.  Mr. Vose will notify them to take it off.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 73, 2017 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to advertise for a public hearing for the CDBG.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 74, 2017 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to award property on John St. SBL# 162.19-7-8 to Richard T. Aulisi.  Seconded by Council Member-at-Large Talarico.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 75, 2017 was presented by Council Member Martin to award property on John St. SBL# 162.19-7-10 to Richard T. Aulisi.  Seconded by Council Member Hayner.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

DISCUSSION

Mayor Jackson has had discussions with the city engineer about the brush drop off.  They believe contractors are dropping off debris so they are working on getting cameras installed to monitor the site.  Contractors are not allowed to dump at this site only residents.  We have had to clear it out almost daily.  If caught, contractors will be ticketed.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Council Member Hayner made a motion at 6:40p.m., to enter into executive session for discussing public safety.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Council Member Martin at 7:09pm, to come out of executive session.  Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

City Hall will be closed September 4th in celebration of Labor Day.
Citywide clean-up is September 14th and 15th from 11am-7pm and Saturday, September 16th from 7am-1pm.  

Council Member Iannotti made a motion at 7:10pm to adjourn, seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,



Cathy A. VanAlstyne
City Clerk




