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Minutes – July 20, 2026 

                                     

City of Johnstown Meetings are broadcast using Facebook Live. The public 

is able to view the meeting from the official City of 

Johnstown Facebook page: City of Johnstown, New York 

 
The proceedings of meetings are taped for the benefit of 
the City Clerk; the minutes are not a verbatim record of 
the proceedings; therefore, the minutes are not a word-
for-word transcript. 

Meeting: Common Council, Business Meeting  

Date:  Monday, July 20, 2026 

Time:  6:00 p.m. 

Location:  Council Chambers, City Hall 

Presiding Officer: Amy Praught, Mayor 

 

Business Meeting Minutes  
 

• CALL MEETING TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

• ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL- (record of officials in attendance) 

  PRESENT ABSENT / EXCUSED LATE 

Amy Praught Mayor X   

Scott Jeffers Council Member-at-Large  Excused  

Bradley Hayner Council Member Ward 1 X   

Vincent McCallum Council Member Ward 2 X   

Eric Parker Council Member Ward 3 X   

Max Spritzer Council Member Ward 4 X   

Sue Conine City Treasurer X   

Michael M. Albanese City Attorney  Excused  

Carrie M. Allen City Clerk X   

Larry O’Regan Fire Chief X   

David F. Gilbo Chief of Police X   

Christopher J. Vose City Engineer X   

 

• PUBLIC COMMENT - Persons wishing to address the Council regarding city business are permitted to speak for three (3) minutes. A 

council member will monitor Facebook during the session and read comments to the Council. There is no exchange of dialogue during this 

portion of the meeting. Profane language, obscene conduct, or disruptive comments are not acceptable and will not be allowed. Comments 

containing profane language, obscene material, threats, harassment, personal attacks, unproven allegations of criminal conduct, defamatory 

statements, or content involving minors, as well as comments unrelated to City business, will not be permitted and may be removed. 

 

1. Jacob Gleghorn, 14 South Chase Street, addressed the Council regarding the possibility of establishing a 

composting program within the City. Mr. Gleghorn stated that a composting program could benefit City residents 

and potentially reduce costs associated with the City's current garbage collection and disposal services by diverting 

food waste from the regular waste stream. 

 

2. Christopher Brozek, Abel Drive, thanked the City for its recent efforts concerning quality of life issues, including 

enforcement related to garbage being left on the streets, lawn and property maintenance, and the demolition of 

dangerous buildings. Mr. Brozek requested that the City consider adopting a comprehensive noise ordinance 

addressing prohibited noise during designated hours, objective standards or metrics for determining violations, and 

escalating consequences for continued non-compliance. Mr. Brozek referenced ordinances adopted by other 

municipalities, including Saratoga Springs. 

 

• PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

1. Stop Sign on Chestnut Street 
Opened:   6:03 pm 

Closed:    6:03 pm 

Speakers: None 

Discussion: None 

2. Maintenance of Lawns, Grass, Weeds & Vegetation 
Opened:   6:03 pm 

Closed:    6:04 pm 

Speakers: Christopher Brozek, Abel Drive, thanked the City for its recent efforts concerning quality of life issues, including 

enforcement related to garbage being left on the streets, lawn and property maintenance, and the demolition of dangerous 

buildings. 

 

Discussion: None 
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• APPROVE MINUTES 

 

1. June 15, 2026 

Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member Parker Ayes:  4 Absent:   1 (Jeffers) 

Seconded: Council Member McCallum Noes:   0 Abstain:   0 

 

• APPROVE CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS 

 

Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member Parker Ayes:  4 Absent:   1 (Jeffers) 

Seconded: Council Member Hayner Noes:   0 Abstain:   0 

 

• REPORTS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS – Reports are attached and made part of the meeting minutes. 

 

Fire Department  

− The Fire Department reported that a new firefighter has begun training. The firefighter is currently completing 

training involving pumps and equipment operations and will remain at the station through the end of August before 

beginning paramedic training through Hudson Valley. The Department anticipates adding another 

firefighter/paramedic. 

 

Police Department  

− The Council discussed the traffic study being conducted on North Perry Street. Additional equipment has been 

received to collect traffic data and provide a more complete snapshot of traffic conditions. The equipment was 

obtained through a County grant administered through the District Attorney's Office. 

 

Finance Department  

− The Council discussed sales tax revenue reported in the Claims and Accounts and Department reports. The 

reported sales tax deposits appear to be higher than the comparable period of the prior year. Council discussed the 

usefulness of tracking monthly sales tax revenues in comparison with the previous year to monitor economic 

conditions. 

− The City continues to transition to its new financial/accounting system. Staff are continuing to enter historical 

financial information, including bank information, manually due to issues encountered when the system was 

initially established. 

− The Finance Department anticipates that once the system is fully implemented, department heads will be able to 

monitor their individual budget lines directly, eliminating the need to rely on the City's previous Excel-based 

system. The new system is expected to make budget monitoring and preparation substantially easier. 

 

Department of Public Works / City Engineer  

− The Council discussed the schedule for the City's street resurfacing project. Paving is expected to begin toward 

the end of August, with the goal of completing the work by the end of October in order to avoid weather-related 

delays. 

− The Engineer discussed the City's recent water leak detection efforts. A not-for-profit water association conducted 

a citywide leak detection survey. Several leaks were identified and repaired, including leaks that would not 

otherwise have been readily apparent. The City Engineer reported that the identified leaks were subsequently 

rechecked to confirm that the repairs were successful. The leak detection program did not cost the City anything 

and is expected to save money by reducing water loss. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cityofjohnstown.ny.gov/uploads/8/3/9/2/83922496/council_-_june_15th_minutes.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cityofjohnstown.ny.gov/uploads/8/3/9/2/83922496/july_20th_-_claims_and_accounts.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cityofjohnstown.ny.gov/uploads/8/3/9/2/83922496/july_20th_-_dept._reports.pdf
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• REPORTS FROM COUNCIL LIAISONS – Reports and/or Minutes are attached and made part of the meeting minutes. 

 

Gloversville-Johnstown Joint Sewer Board  

− The wastewater treatment capacity upgrade study has been received and is being reviewed to determine whether 

to proceed. 

− Sewer District No. 5 is now fully operational through Mayfield, and the first bills associated with the district are 

expected to be issued. 

− A dump truck ordered the previous year has been delivered and placed into service. 

− A vacancy for an operator trainee has been filled, and the new employee has begun work. The Sewer Plant is 

currently fully staffed with operator trainees. 

− The annual audit is underway.  

− The Sewer Plant also received approximately $180,000 from NYSERDA relating to a contract that had been 

pending for approximately four years. 

− The Plant generated approximately $3,845 in electricity during the month, which was sold back to the electrical 

grid. 

Planning Board  

− The Planning Board granted a one-year extension for the Prindle Avenue Senior Housing project.  

− Victory Homes – 304 North Perry Street: The Board considered a proposal to convert an existing two-family 

residence into a four-family residence. The matter was referred to the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

− Ivan Tech, LLC – 107 South Commerce Avenue: The applicant proposed an automobile sales business with a 

small sales office at 107 South Commerce Avenue. A public hearing was scheduled for the following month. 

Assessor - The Assessor reported that notices of determination have been issued and that the Assessor's Office has begun 

work on the 2027 assessment roll. 

Tourism - No report. 

 

• RESOLUTIONS, ORDINANCES, LOCAL LAWS 

 

Ordinance #7. Stop Sign on Chestnut Street 

Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member Hayner  Ayes:  4 Absent:   1 (Jeffers) 

Seconded: Council Member Spritzer  Noes:   0 Abstain:   0 

        

Ordinance #8. Maintenance of Lawns, Grass, Weeds & Vegetation 

Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member McCallum  Ayes:  4 Absent:   1 (Jeffers) 

Seconded: Council Member Hayner  Noes:   0 Abstain:   0 

       

67. Advertise for Public Hearing – Baker Street parking 

Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member Parker  Ayes:  4 Absent:   1 (Jeffers) 

Seconded: Council Member Hayner  Noes:   0 Abstain:   0 

       

68. Adopt Digital Property Rights and Authorized use of City-Developed Technology Policy  

Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member Spritzer  Ayes:  4 Absent:   1 (Jeffers) 

Seconded: Council Member Parker  Noes:   0 Abstain:   0 

       

69. Advertise for RFP – Residential Solid Waste Collection Services 

Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member Hayner  Ayes:  4 Absent:   1 (Jeffers) 

Seconded: Council Member McCallum  Noes:   0 Abstain:   0 

       

70. Award CHIPS Contract 

Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member McCallum  Ayes:  4 Absent:   1 (Jeffers) 

Seconded: Council Member Hayner  Noes:   0 Abstain:   0 

        

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cityofjohnstown.ny.gov/uploads/8/3/9/2/83922496/july_20th_-_liaison_reports.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cityofjohnstown.ny.gov/uploads/8/3/9/2/83922496/july_20th_-_resolutions.pdf
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71. Advertise for Public Hearing – CDBG funding; Lexington Rehabilitation at 225 W. Madison Avenue 

Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member Parker  Ayes:  4 Absent:   1 (Jeffers) 

Seconded: Council Member McCallum  Noes:   0 Abstain:   0 

        

72. Court Security Agreement    

Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member Spritzer  Ayes:  4 Absent:   1 (Jeffers) 

Seconded: Council Member Hayner  Noes:   0 Abstain:   0 

        

73. Water Tap Application – 1667 St. Hwy. 67    

Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member Hayner  Ayes:  4 Absent:   1 (Jeffers) 

Seconded: Council Member McCallum  Noes:   0 Abstain:   0 

        

74. Online Tax Collection    

Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member McCallum  Ayes:  4 Absent:   1 (Jeffers) 

Seconded: Council Member Hayner  Noes:   0 Abstain:   0 

        

 

• WATER GRIEVANCES  

 

1. 11 Hall Avenue - After looking at the data log, there are a couple of periods where usage was very high without any 

real explanation. No malfunctions were found of the meter. We didn't find any issues on our end. Most days, it looks 

like normal residential usage. The Engineer’s recommendation is to deny relief as no issues were found.  

Action Taken: A motion was made to accept the recommendation of the City Engineer to deny relief. 

Motion: Council Member Hayner Ayes:  4 Absent:   1 (Jeffers) 

Seconded: Council Member McCallum Noes:   0 Abstain:   0 

       

2. 293-295 N. Comrie Avenue – This is a legal issue as the tenant left a faucet on. The water went through the meter 

and needs to be paid. The Engineer’s recommendation is to deny relief as no issues were found. 

Action Taken: A motion was made to accept the recommendation of the City Engineer to deny relief. 

Motion: Council Member Hayner Ayes:  4 Absent:   1 (Jeffers) 

Seconded: Council Member McCallum Noes:   0 Abstain:   0 

       

3. 12 N. Market Street – Property owner admitted to leak and bill has been paid. However, property owner would like a 

reduction in bill. The Engineer’s recommendation is to deny relief as no issues on City’s end. 

Action Taken: A motion was made to accept the recommendation of the City Engineer to deny relief. 

Motion: Council Member Hayner Ayes:  4 Absent:   1 (Jeffers) 

Seconded: Council Member McCallum Noes:   0 Abstain:   0 

       

4. 301 N. Comrie Avenue – Property owner didn't give a reason other than they thought the bill was high They did 

receive continuous use letter, as part of mid-cycle read. They had continuous use due to the nature of their business. 

The Engineer’s recommendation is to deny relief. 

Action Taken: A motion was made to accept the recommendation of the City Engineer to deny relief. 

Motion: Council Member Hayner Ayes:  4 Absent:   1 (Jeffers) 

Seconded: Council Member McCallum Noes:   0 Abstain:   0 

 

• DISCUSSION 

 

Parking lot on S. Perry Street where building was demolished can not be used until the sidewalk is repaired, which should be 

completed within the next few weeks.  

 

• ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 



Page 5 of 5 
Minutes – July 20, 2026 

1. Farmers Market opens for the season – Briggs Street Park 

2. Citizens Band; July 24th – August 14th  

3. Midsummer Concert Series; July 23rd – August 13th  

4. Business Meeting – August 17th @ 6:00 pm 

 

• ADJOURN 

Time: 6:37 pm 

Motion: Council Member Hayner Ayes:  4 Absent:   1 (Jeffers) 

Seconded: Council Member McCallum Noes:   0 Abstain:   0 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Carrie M. Allen, City Clerk 


