Johnstown Common Council
Business Meeting - Council Chambers, City Hall
Monday, March 18, 2019 @ 6:00 p.m.
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The proceedings of this meeting were taped for the benefit of the City Clerk; the minutes are not a verbatim record of the proceedings, therefore the minutes are not a word-for-word transcript.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Vernon F. Jackson, Mayor

SWEARING IN / OATH OF OFFICE
· Scott Jeffers, Council Member Ward 4

ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL – Carrie M. Allen, City Clerk

IN ATTENDANCE:
	Vernon F. Jackson, Mayor
	Michael C. Gifford, City Treasurer

	Craig Talarico, Council Member-at-Large
	Michael J. Poulin, City Attorney

	Bradley Hayner, Council Member
	Carrie M. Allen, City Clerk

	Kathi Iannotti, Council Member
	Bruce Heberer, Fire Chief

	Scott Jeffers, Council Member
	David F. Gilbo, Chief of Police

	
	Christopher J. Vose, City Engineer

	
	Diedrie M. Roemer, Director, Senior Citizens Program


ABSENT
Helen Martin, Council Member

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION
· Donald Biron, Assistant Fire Chief – 30 years of service
· Lawrence O’Regan, Assistant Fire Chief – 25 years of service

PROCLAMATION
· Federation of New York Insurance Professionals, Inc.

PRESENTATION
· Siemens Industry, Inc. – Energy Performance Contract Project Overview regarding LED street light replacement. Shadrach Treat, Joe Higgins, & Carl Stewart were present. Shadrach Treat made presentation.
- Follow up to energy audit that was conducted. Increase efficiency of street lights and use cost savings to improve efficiency to buildings. Projected cost of project $1,939,095; No impact to tax payers; guaranteed savings by Siemens over life of project. Project includes: LED street lighting replacement, DPW lighting upgrades, window replacement at City Hall, building envelope improvements at DPW garage and City Hall, HVAC upgrades at City Hall, heating system improvements at DPW garage. 20 year cumulative net benefit to city $537,088. Goal is to complete project this year. 

APPROVE MINUTES – February 25, 2019
Motion to approve – Council Member Iannotti
Seconded – Council Member Hayner
Discussion: None
Ayes: 3
Noes: 0
Absent: 1 (Martin)
Abstain: 1 (Jeffers)

CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS 
Motion to approve – Council Member Iannotti
· General Fund A – unpaid; Abstract #4556 – $126,933.04
· General Fund A – paid; Abstract #03/2019A –  $548,105.02
· Sewer Fund G – unpaid; Abstract #742 – $259,430.25
· Sewer Fund G – paid; Abstract #03/2019G – $2,000,909.71
· Voucher Fund VO – paid; Abstract #03/2019VO – $43,712.20
Seconded – Council Member Hayner
Discussion: None
Ayes: 4
Noes: 0
Absent: 1 (Martin)
Abstain: 0

CITY OFFICIALS’ REPORTS
· Fire/Codes 
· Fire: attended in service training on CPR and First Aid. Responded to 146 calls for service; 3 structure fires, 15 motor vehicle accidents, 22 hazardous conditions, 74 medical assistance and 32 service calls. 
· Codes: completed training on footings and foundations. 38 permits issued, estimated cost of construction/renovation $3,359,536.00, fees collected $4,041.00. Conducted 643 inspections and complaint responses.
· NYS Burn Ban is now in effect until May 15th 
· Police
· 703 calls for service; 74 criminal cases were generated, 57 arrests, 259 citations; 124 traffic & 135 parking, 33 traffic accidents investigated. 
· Officer attended Tactical Team Leadership Course
· Officer attended School Resource Officer Training
· Officer spoke to the Insurance Professionals of Fulton County on school safety issues
· Signed an agreement with FMCC’s Criminal Justice Program to conduct a Community Satisfaction Survey of the Police Department. 3 interns will begin survey of the public and businesses on March 19th. Final results will be made available to the public, posted on the department’s Facebook page and made available to the media.
· DPW
· Cleaning storm basins, filling potholes.
· Wade Hohenforst will be retiring on March 22nd, thanked him for his 30+ years of service.
· Senior Center
· Open Mic night was a success, will be having another on Thursday the 21st 
· St. Patrick’s luncheon was held with Gary McCoy playing bagpipes
· 3/28 Coroner Margaret Luck is speaking with seniors about her role and get signatures for petition for re-election
· 4/18 Annual Bazaar – accepting donations of items
· Veterans’ Memorial dinner in May – sign ups at center
· 4/4 Patricia Kilburn, School Superintendent, coming to speak at center about school budget
· 4/15 Dr. Caffrey will be offering free hearing exams
· Treasurer
· City tax collection has started, due April 30th 
· Will send off proposal to Bond Counsel to get input and need to look to be sure project is in compliance with procurement
· In a cycle where city is experiencing a lot of retirements, working on civil service paperwork.

LIAISONS’ REPORTS 
· Kathi Iannotti, Assessor’s Office
· Nothing to report.
· Kathi Iannotti, Planning Board
· Nothing to report.
· Helen Martin, Joint Sewer Board
· Absent; no report.
· Water Board
· Brad Hayner read his notes from February and March meeting:
· Discussions in February included: Fulton Friendship house questioned where they could tie service in. Lead line replacement program, need for warm storage, ending agreement they have with the police department as the city has violated contract and will be evicting them, safety concerns for employees and city isn’t interested in holding any programs to improve safety, water superintendent position, meter reader position, executive session
· Discussions in March included: city resident spoke about her water continually freezing and nothing being done about it; board stated they will look in to and apologized, presentation of Jim Mraz regarding Superintendent position, Mayor spoke to board and stated Deputy Engineer would be willing to take on duties with no additional cost to tax payers; savings of nearly $100,000; board didn’t seem interested, old business of shared space was brought up; Hayner stated that he viewed the space DPW is offering the water department for use and there is plenty of space. Accepted resignation of Scott Jeffers “because he had jumped ship”, went in to executive session.

RESOLUTIONS
· 27, 2019 presented by Council Member Hayner to re-appoint Terri Easterly and Elizabeth Camarra to Planning Board.
Seconded – Council Member Iannotti
Discussion: None
	Ayes: 4
	Noes: 0
	Absent: 1 (Martin) 
	Abstain: 0

· 28, 2019 presented by Council Member Iannotti to authorize Mayor to execute contract with Certified Ambulance Group, Inc. 
Seconded – Council Member Hayner
Discussion: None
Ayes: 4
Noes: 0
Absent: 1 (Martin) 
Abstain: 0

· 29, 2019 presented by Council Member Jeffers to accept bid of Joshua Loucks (NoSo Corp. L.L.C.) for 11 Townsend Avenue.
Seconded – Council Member at Large Talarico
Discussion: None
Ayes: 4
Noes: 0
Absent: 1 (Martin) 
Abstain: 0

· 30, 2019 presented by Council Member at Large Talarico to accept offer of Megan and Konstantinos Vahaviolos for 103 North Perry Street.
Seconded – Council Member Jeffers
Discussion: None
	Ayes: 4
	Noes: 0
	Absent: 1 (Martin) 
	Abstain: 0

· 31, 2019 presented by Council Member Hayner to advertise for Public Hearing regarding no parking ordinance.
Seconded – Council Member Iannotti.
Discussion: Iannotti questioned if this is something the residence requested. Chief Gilbo stated that this is a public safety issue for plows and emergency vehicles. There have been issues when emergency vehicles haven’t been able to get through due to vehicles parking there. Hayner asked if there were ways to allow handicap parking in front of residence buildings and Chief Heberer said if you allow parking in front of one residence you’ll have to allow for others throughout city.
	Ayes: 4
	Noes: 0
	Absent: 1 (Martin) 
	Abstain: 0

· 32, 2019 presented by Council Member Iannotti to authorize 2019 Budget amendment.
Seconded – Council Member at Large Talarico
Discussion: None
	Ayes: 4
	Noes: 0
	Absent: 1 (Martin) 
	Abstain: 0

· 33, 2019 presented by Council Member Jeffers to authorize acquisition of National Grid’s assets regarding LED Street Light Replacement Project.
Seconded – Council Member at Large Talarico
Discussion: None
	Ayes: 4
	Noes: 0
	Absent: 1 (Martin) 
	Abstain: 0	

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Bruce Heberer reported that as of March 16th JAVAC has suspended operations. The City of Johnstown is now the primary EMS, and GAVAC is secondary service to city. 
2. Brad Hayner announced that he will be running for re-election as Ward 1 Council Member.
3. Business Meeting Monday, April 15, 2019 @ 6:00 p.m.
4. Parking Ban is lifted as of tonight, although if we get a snow storm vehicles must be moved from the street or they will be ticketed or towed.

MOTION TO ADJOURN – 6:47 p.m.
Council Member Iannotti
Seconded – Council Member Hayner 
Discussion: None
Ayes: 4
Noes: 0
Absent: 1 (Martin) 
Abstain: 0

Respectfully submitted,

Carrie M. Allen
City Clerk
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