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Minutes – September 16, 2024 

                                     

City of Johnstown Meetings are broadcast using Facebook Live. The public 
is able to view the meeting from the official City of 
Johnstown Facebook page: City of Johnstown, New York 
 
The proceedings of meetings are taped for the benefit of 
the City Clerk; the minutes are not a verbatim record of 
the proceedings; therefore, the minutes are not a word-
for-word transcript. 

Meeting: Common Council, Business Meeting  
Date:  Monday, September 16, 2024 
Time:  6:00 p.m. 

Location:  Council Chambers, City Hall 
Presiding Officer: Amy Praught, Mayor 

 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 
• CALL MEETING TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
• ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL- (record of officials in attendance) 

  PRESENT ABSENT / EXCUSED LATE 
Amy Praught Mayor X   
Scott Jeffers Council Member-at-Large X   
Bradley Hayner Council Member Ward 1 X   
Scott Miller Council Member Ward 2 X   
Eric Parker Council Member Ward 3 X   
Max Spritzer Council Member Ward 4 X   
Thomas Herr City Treasurer X   
Michael M. Albanese City Attorney X   
Carrie M. Allen City Clerk X   

Larry O’Regan Fire Chief X   
David F. Gilbo Chief of Police X   
Christopher J. Vose City Engineer X   

Diedrie M. Roemer Director, Senior Citizens Program  excused  

 
• PROCLAMATIONS 

1. Constitution Week 
2. Noel Levee – City Historian 

 
• PUBLIC COMMENT 

Persons wishing to address the Council regarding city business are permitted to speak for three (3) minutes. A council member will monitor 
Facebook during the session and read comments to the Council. There is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the meeting. Profane 
language, obscene conduct, or disruptive comments are not acceptable and will not be allowed. 
 
Speakers: William Schrader voiced his interest in purchasing city-owned property located at 17 S. Perry Street. He would like to use the 
property as a community garden or art space; put on small venues without the need to close down Main Street.  

 
• APPROVE MINUTES 

1. Business Meeting – August 19, 2024 
Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member Spritzer Ayes:  5 Absent: 0 
Seconded: Council Member Hayner Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 

Discussion: None 
 

• APPROVE CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS 
Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member Parker Ayes: 5 Absent: 0 
Seconded: Council Member Hayner Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 

Discussion: None 
 
 
 

https://cityofjohnstown.ny.gov/uploads/8/3/9/2/83922496/proclamations_-_september_16_2024.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fcityofjohnstown.ny.gov%2Fuploads%2F8%2F3%2F9%2F2%2F83922496%2Fcouncil_-_august_19th__minutes.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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• REPORTS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS - Reports are attached hereto and made part of the meeting minutes. 
The following questions were asked of departments: 
 
Public Works: Spritzer asked for an update on paving. Vose stated that asphalt quantities are running higher than expected 

and may need to adjust the streets being resurfaced. Spritzer asked if a homeowner, when repairing their 
sidewalk, is responsible for making corners ADA compliant. Vose confirmed but the city will work with 
them if necessary.  

Fire/Code: Parker appreciated the new format used for reports 
Treasurer: Parker questioned when AUDs would be completed. Herr said 2022 will be done by end of the month and 

should be able to go out to bonding at that time and 2023 will be complete by year end. This will be the first 
time the City would be current with AUDs since 2017. 

 
• REPORTS FROM COUNCIL LIAISONS - Reports are attached hereto and made part of the meeting minutes. 

Sewer Board: Eric Parker - Work on the electrical bldg. continues, will not be completed by year end. GoGen 
power will be back online by end of October.  
Landslide issue – remediation will go out to bid soon; handled by GPI 
Sewer Contract has been approved. 
No new hires, staffing going through training 
Union negotiations have begun. 

Planning Board:  Scott Jeffers - No Meeting in September 
Assessor’s Office:  Scott Miller -  New homeowners who haven’t received their School Tax Bill, should contact the 

School Tax Collector. Homeowners turning 65 in 2025 and currently receive the Basic 
STAR be eligible for the Enhanced STAR. Contact Assessor’s Office at 518-736-4015 
for the application. All exemptions are due March 1, 2025. Continue to enter sales and 
work on the 2025 roll. 

 
• RESOLUTIONS, ORDINANCES, LOCAL LAWS 

47.  Advertise for Public Hearing; Recreation Committee 
Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member Hayner Ayes:  5 Absent: 0 
Seconded: Council Member Jeffers Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 

Discussion: Parker asked if the city has ever had a Recreation Committee. The Mayor stated we have not, and one is 
necessary in order to fundraise and solicit for sponsorship for events as the City cannot.  

  
48.  City-owned property; 110 Byard St. 

Action Taken 
Motion: Council Member Miller Ayes:  5 Absent: 0 

Seconded: Council Member Hayner Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 
Discussion: None 

  
49.  City-owned property; 205 E. Clinton St. 

Action Taken 
Motion: Council Member Parker Ayes:  5 Absent: 0 

Seconded: Council Member Spritzer Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 
Discussion: None 

 
50.  City-owned property; 22 Cayadutta St. 

Action Taken 
Motion: Council Member Spritzer Ayes:  5 Absent: 0 

Seconded: Council Member Hayner Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 
Discussion: None 

  
51. City-owned property; 335 N. Perry St. 

Action Taken 
Motion: Council Member Jeffers Ayes:  5 Absent: 0 

Seconded: Council Member Hayner Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 
Discussion: None 

  
52. City-owned property; 814 FonClair St. 

https://cityofjohnstown.ny.gov/uploads/8/3/9/2/83922496/dept._reports_-_september_16_2024.pdf
https://cityofjohnstown.ny.gov/uploads/8/3/9/2/83922496/liaison_reports_-_september_16_2024.pdf
https://cityofjohnstown.ny.gov/uploads/8/3/9/2/83922496/resolutions_-_september_16_2024_1.pdf
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Action Taken 
Motion: Council Member Hayner Ayes:  5 Absent: 0 

Seconded: Council Member Miller Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 
Discussion: None 

  
53. City-owned property; N. Comrie Ave. (SBL#163.5-3-5) 

Action Taken 
Motion: Council Member Miller Ayes:  5 Absent: 0 

Seconded: Council Member Hayner Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 
Discussion: None 

  
54. City-owned property; No offers received 

Action Taken 
Motion: Council Member Parker Ayes:  5 Absent: 0 

Seconded: Council Member Jeffers Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 
Discussion:  

  
55. Snow & Ice Control Agreement 

Action Taken 
Motion: Council Member Spritzer Ayes:  5 Absent: 0 

Seconded: Council Member Parker Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 
Discussion: Parker stated this contract is done yearly; Vose confirmed – shared services 

  
56. Rescind Ordinance 1, 2017  

Action Taken 
Motion: Council Member Jeffers Ayes:  5 Absent: 0 

Seconded: Council Member Spritzer Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 
Discussion: Parker stated the reason to rescind this Ordinance is necessary to authorize new Ordinance to not permit 

parking on the entire one side of Walnut Street. Chief Gilbo said that buses and plows have difficulty getting 
down the street. 

  
57. Advertise for Public Hearing; No Parking Anytime – Walnut Avenue  

Action Taken 
Motion: Council Member Hayner Ayes:  5 Absent: 0 

Seconded: Council Member Spritzer Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 
Discussion: None 

  
58. Advertise for Public Hearing; Add Stop Sign – Linden Avenue 

Action Taken 
Motion: Council Member Miller Ayes:  5 Absent: 0 

Seconded: Council Member Jeffers Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 
Discussion: City will be removing one traffic light and putting Stop Here on Red signage similar to what is implemented 

near the Fire Dept. 
  

59. Advertise for Public Hearing; No Parking Here to Corner – Collingwood Avenue 
Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member Parker Ayes:  5 Absent: 0 
Seconded: Council Member Jeffers Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 

Discussion: None 
  

60. Bonding 
Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member Spritzer Ayes:  5 Absent: 0 
Seconded: Council Member Hayner Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 

Discussion:  
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61. School Resource Officer 
Action Taken 

Motion: Council Member Jeffers Ayes:  5 Absent: 0 
Seconded: Council Member Hayner Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 

Discussion:  
 
• ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1. Lions Club Barrel Drive – Saturday, September 28th 8am - 2pm 
2. Upstate Oddities Market – Sunday, September 29th 10 - 6 @ JACC 
3. City offices closed – Columbus Day; Monday, October 14th  
4. Harvest Fest – Saturday, October 19th 12 - 4pm 
5. Trick or Treat – Thursday, October 31st 6-8pm 
6. Business Meeting – October 21st at 6:00   

 
• ADJOURN 

Time: 6:22pm 
Motion: Council Member Hayner Ayes: 5 Absent: 0 

Seconded: Council Member Miller Noes: 0 Abstain: 0 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Carrie M. Allen, City Clerk  
 


