[bookmark: _GoBack]The Johnstown Common Council held a Business Meeting on September 18, 2017 at 6:00p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall.

Prior to the Business Meeting the Council met with City Official’s and Department Heads for a budget workshop.  This workshop began at 4pm.

PRESENT:

Vernon F. Jackson			: Mayor
Craig Talarico				: Council Member-at-Large
Timothy Cellary				: Council Member
Helen Martin				: “                          “
Kathi Iannotti				: “                           “
Bradley Hayner				: “                          “
Michael Poulin				: City Attorney
Bruce Heberer				: Fire Chief
David Gilbo				: Police Lt.
Christopher Vose			: City Engineer
Erica Wing				: Library Director
Michelle Jones				: Senior Center Director
Michael Gifford				: City Treasurer
Cathy A. VanAlstyne			: City Clerk

Mayor Jackson led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance and called for a roll call.  All council members present.

CITATION – Mayor Jackson read a Citation to Andrew Berecka who recently retired from the Johnstown Police Force after 34 years of service. Lt. Gilbo presented Officer Berecka with his badge.  Everyone wished the best to Andy in his retirement.

PUBLIC SPEAKER – Nick Zabawski from Orion Management explained to the Council that a recent article in the Leader Herald newspaper was incorrect.  St. John’s Church and Johnstown Renewables both were applying for grants and both grants ended up being rescinded.  There was an impression in the article that Johnstown ended up being out of money for those projects.  This is not true.  The grant writer for St. John’s Church was paid by St. John’s Church not the City.  Once the grant was approved he was hired for a sum not to exceed $17,000 to administer the grant.  He just got started when St. John’s decided to pull out of that project.  The City was fully reimbursed by St. John’s Church for all of the costs the City incurred.  Johnstown Renewables paid for the cost of writing their grant. Once the grant was awarded he was hired to administer that grant for an amount not to exceed $17,000.  The project never got off the ground and he never got paid.  The City of Johnstown never paid for any of these grants so there are no holes in the City budget.  

Century Linen Uniforms is paying the cost for writing their grant.  A public hearing is required by CDBG regulations and gives citizens the opportunity to be aware of the project and to comment on the project.  Century Linen is located in Gloversville.  It has become very crowded and old equipment.  Tractor trailers driving up through Main St. in Gloversville.  They need a newer and more efficient operation.  This is the industrial operation only.  The operations in the north end of Gloversville and Johnstown will remain.  The industrial operation only will be moved to 123 Union Ave. in an existing building in the Industrial Park.  They expect to have approximately 190 people working there and most of the people will come from the Gloversville location.  

PUBLIC HEARING – Mayor Jackson opened the public hearing regarding Century Linen at 6:10p.m.  

MINUTES – Council Member Hayner made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 21, 2017 Business Meeting and the September 5, 2017 Committee Meeting.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Iannotti.  Council Member Martin abstained; she was not present at the Sept. 5, 2017 meeting.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS – Council Member Iannotti made a motion to pay the bills and place on file in the City Treasurer’s Office as follows:  General Fund (A) unpaid $557,278.69; General Fund (A) paid $689,779.46; Sewer Fund (G) unpaid $582.82; Sewer Fund (G) paid $188,320.84; Voucher Fund (VO) paid $44,934.40 and Capital Fund 2013 (H13) unpaid $13,522.79.  Motion was seconded by Council Member-at-Large Talarico.  Motion carried.

MAYORAL APPOINTMENT – Mayor Jackson appointed Jason Mylott to the Johnstown Planning Board to fill the unexpired term of Fredrick Franko. Term will expire on March 31, 2018.  Mayor Jackson extended his thanks to Fred Franko for his service to the Johnstown Planning Board.

CITY OFFICIALS AND LIAISONS REPORTS

FIRE DEPT. – Chief Heberer reported the department has a new member attending the academy and he is doing well.  In August the department responded to 64 calls that included 2 minor structure fires, 2 vehicle fires, 8 motor vehicle accidents, 22 hazardous condition calls, 16 medical assistance calls and 14 calls for service.  The Code Office issued 77 permits with an estimated cost of construction or repairs totaling $1,806,136.00 and permit fees collected of $4,716.00.  Ward sweeps have begun and inspections and complaints totaled 925.  

POLICE DEPT. – Lt. Gilbo reported the department received 675 calls in August that generated 115 cases, 62 arrests, 91 citations and 29 traffic accidents investigated.  Two new hires were introduced to the Council; Carrington Denny and Keith Dobbs.  

DPW – City Engineer Vose reported they had the citywide drop off last weekend.  He does not have the numbers yet but they did have a couple of truckloads of tires.  Mr. Vose will be attending the NYCOM Public Works School next month and will not be able to attend the October council meeting.  DEC contacted Mr. Vose concerning the Hy-Way Oil building the City now owns.  They are asking that the tanks in the ground be removed.  At this time, he doesn’t believe the tanks pose a problem because they are newer tanks.  C. T. Male will be doing a couple of borings.  We hope to put the project out to bid in October and C. T. Male is already working on the bid books.  He would like to have this done before the end of the year.  He would like to ask for bids to be due by November 1st and have a committee meeting to award the bid on November 6th.  The building will be taken down in house.
The closed landfill was inspected by DEC a couple of months ago and they found some minor things like fencing and some erosion in one of the drainage ditches with a tear in the fabric.  He believes it’s just drainage fabric but DEC is concerned it is the actually liner to the landfill.  DPW will be exposing the area to see if it is the liner or just the fabric.  
CHIPS paving is complete.  He is very happy with how the streets came out.  Some of the sidewalks that had problems have been addressed.  
Council Member Iannotti asked Mr. Vose about an issue a resident had on E. Clinton St. with his driveway after the street was paved.  Mr. Vose said that was last year when the street was paved and the problem is that many of those homes have driveways that jet out into the street ten feet or so.  The plow catches them and the plow gets damaged.  It’s not really permissible to have your driveway out that far but it is probably because they are on a steep hill.  He has tried to fill it in.  He will take another look at it.

SENIOR CENTER – Director Michelle Jones reported there will be a new Ti Chi Class at the center. On October 19th at 1:15pm, antique appraiser Mark Lawson will be at the center.  Proceeds will go to Hope House.

LIBRARY – Director Erica Wing passed out this year’s Kindergarten Readiness Calendars.  This is a collaborate effort between the library and school district.  The calendars are distributed to pre-k students, daycares and the YMCA, etc.  

CITY TREASURER – Mr. Gifford reported he is working on the 2018 Budget.

ASSESSOR – Tina Dimitriadis reported the enhanced STAR renewal notices be mailed out in October.  If residents are a new property owner they have to file with the State.  They can no longer file with the local assessor.  As a reminder, the school tax bills are due by October 2nd.  If you have not received your bill please contact the school district.

PUBLIC HEARING – Mayor Jackson closed the public hearing on the CDBG grant at 6:29pm.  No one present wished to be heard.

RESOLUTION No. 77, 2017 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Talarico to re-appoint Greg Truckenmiller to the Board of Assessment Review for a five year term to expire September 30, 2022.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 78, 2017 was presented by Council Member Cellary to award 203 ½ Meadow St. to Thomas P. Tompkins and John Mastroianni.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 79, 2017 was presented by Council Member Martin to award 321 W. State St. to Basem Alikhan.  Seconded by Council Member-at-Large Talarico.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 80, 2017 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to contract with Fulton County Highway Department for snow and ice removal.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 81, 2017 was presented by Council Member Hayner to offer property at 319 W. State St. and 1 McMartin St. for private sale.  Seconded by Council Member-at-Large Talarico.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 82, 2017 was presented by Council Member-at-Large Talarico to report standard work days to the NYS Retirement System for Timothy M. Cellary.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti
Ayes: 4
Noes: 0
Abstain:  1 Cellary

RESOLUTION No. 83, 2017 was presented by Council Member Cellary to authorize a Grant Disbursement Agreement for the Miller Street Bridge.  Seconded by Council Member-at-Large Talarico.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 84, 2017 was presented by Council Member Martin to execute a contract with Joseph E. Mastrianni, Inc. for administrating the Housing Choice Voucher Program and Family Self-Sufficiency Program.  Seconded by Council Member Iannotti.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

RESOLUTION No. 85, 2017 was presented by Council Member Iannotti to award 319 W. State St. to Muhammed Moutaz Bellah Doukmak.  Seconded by Council Member Martin.
Ayes: 5
Noes: 0

DISCUSSION

Mayor Jackson advised the Council that he sent a letter to the County to reopen discussion with regard to their Smart Waters offer.  A date for a meeting has not been set.  

Council Member-at-Large Talarico asked for an update on the monitoring of the brush and leaf drop-off site.  Lt. Gilbo said that parts are in for mounting the camera; they are just working on the power source.  
Mr. Talarico said he noticed quite a bit of brush there.  Mr. Vose said they only empty it once a week so by Friday it is usually full.

Council Member Iannotti asked the Mayor if he had talked to the police about closing a section of Main St. during the Veterans’ Program. People have complained that they can’t hear the speaker during the program.  Mayor Jackson said they determined it probably wouldn’t work.  Lt. Gilbo said the problem in shutting that section of the street down is the tractor trailers.   He suggested that we get bigger speakers.  This years’ program falls on a Saturday so it might not be a problem.  Council Member Hayner said he would provide speakers for the program.

Council Member Martin said due to the monetary constraints for the Tourism and Special Events Committee she is pleased that the Key Club from the Johnstown High School will be taking over the Fall Festival and Halloween Parade this year.  

Mayor Jackson congratulated the Johnstown Historical Society for their very successful Johnstown Cemetery Tour this past Saturday.  Council Member Martin said there were about 100 people that took the tour.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

City Hall will close for the Columbus Day holiday on October 9, 2017.  
Trick-or-Treat will be on October 31st from 6pm-8pm

Council Member Iannotti made a motion to adjourn at 6:45p.m., seconded by Council Member Martin.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,



Cathy A. VanAlstyne
City Clerk




  
